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(Both in English & 0000 Language)

Topic: Rural health

News:-Snake bites are taking a toll on Punjab’ s rural health.

Background: -

» The inadequacy of the Primary Health Centres (PHCs) in
Punjab has surfaced.

= More than 40 lives have Punjab in the state due to the
snake bites.

»Also, the majority of the victims belong to poor
families, especially the labour class who often work in
the fields.

= Antivenom medicines and other arrangements in the
government health centres are not satisfactory.

= Due to this poor state, the victims have to be rushed
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to district government hospitals or private hospitals.

» This causes considerable delay in the provision of help
to the snakebite victim.

= This can prove fatal as the first six hours after the
snake bite is very critical.

= Also, the family of the deceased gets a meagre amount of
rupees 2 lakhs as compensation.

 Even though, the Wildlife department had allocated a
considerable amount of income.

In 2018-19, around 2.36 lakhs have been released as the
compensation even though this amount was much higher in
previous years.

So, the rural development, wildlife department and health
development departments should tackle this menace together by
framing a strategy to prevent snakebite in the mission mode.

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Topic: Punjab Heritage

News:- Archaeological Survey of India takes stock of Baba Ram
Singh’s tomb.

Important facts: -

 The Samadhi was built by Raja Amar Singh in 1780 in



Patiala.

= Baba Ram Singh is regarded as the first Sikh chieftain.

» The research is being undertaken by an eminent visual
artist- Dr J S Bhatia.

» His research says that the tomb depicts the paintings of
Hindu and Sikh Gurus.

» Besides, it also shows the paintings of Some saints and
Pirs.

A painting also reveals a preacher named Sumer peri
along with Ram Singh and his brothers.

= The paintings, the architecture and other aspects of the
tomb reveal that it belongs to the eighteenth century
AD.

= Now, it falls under the army area and is also facing
some damages.

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Topic: Industrial Technology

News: -

= The Brick kilns in Punjab have failed to upgrade their
Technology.

»Brick Kilns are a great source of pollution as they
start operating due to the advent of winters.

= As per the orders of National Green Tribunal, all the
2800 Brick kilns in Punjab had to undergo up-gradation.

But around 800 have still not shifted to better
Technology.

The new units are supposed to adopt the Zigzag
Technology:



= In this, the bricks to be baked are stacked in a zigzag
manner.

Positive impact due to better technology:-

= Due to this, the hot air takes a longer path as compared
to traditional Brick kilns for transferring the heat.

»Due to this slow and improved heat transfer, coal
consumption is reduced by 18 to 25 %.

» But this new technology may lead to higher wages burden
as the labourers are demanding higher income for the
same work.

» But the government would be imposing a ban of rupees
20000 to 25000 demanding on the plant’s capacity.

Here, Punjab Pollution control board needs to play a proactive
role in reducing the pollution from such industries.

Punjab can start a State Green Technological up-gradation
scheme and fund under the State Action plan on climate change
control (SAPCCC).

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Please visit Regular Quiz Section for current affairs
questions.
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