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November 2, 2019

Topic — Environment

News:-Air quality in the state keeps worsening

Issue: -

» The increasing cases of stubble burning in the state
have increased the level of pollutants in the state.

Some important points in this regard are:-

= More than 22000 cases of stubble burning have surfaced
in the state.

= The Air Quality Index in many districts has turned poor,
as per the data are shown by PPCB and remote sensing
centre.

» Places such as Gobindgarh have witnessed great pollution
levels. beyond 300

= Tarn Taran district has emerged as the biggest culprit
1s the burning of stubble cases as it has recorded more
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than 2600 cases.

= Such farm fires can cause Great damages which include:

= The threat to biodiversity as small birds and animals
habitats face destruction

» Rising incidence of lung and other air-related ailments.

= Deterioration of the health of children and elderly
especially.

= The destruction of aesthetic beauty and living standards
of the state.

Solutions: -

= Many songs were played to spread the awareness e.g.Kheti
virasat mission*has released many songs including ”
*Dharti Maa di Pukar”.

= Colleges and school students could be involved.

 NGOs, business organisations and civil society could be
involved in the campaigns

 Encouraging the diversification of agriculture

» International organisations such as IUCN and UNEP could
be involved in seeking technical solutions.

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Topic-. Punjabi Diaspora.

News: -

» Canadians dedicate a giant candle to mark the
anniversary of Guru Nanak Ji.
» The light of Life has been created to be used in Surrey



based Gurdwara Sahib.

= It would burn continuously for 550 hours ( nearly 29
days) .

» The candle weighs 15 kg and is 68 cm tall.

 The candle has been made by the master candle maker,
Madu Dhasanayaka.

= It has cost 25000 dollars.

= It has been made of organic materials such as Vegan Soya

wax, organic mustard seed oil etc.

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Topic - Social harmony and Indian
society.

News:-Punjab wishes to start the ” Guru Nanak
Award”.

Background: -

= To mark the 550 the birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev
Ji.

Purpose of the award: -

It is to promote peace and tolerance in society.
Also to promote communal harmony and social capital in
the state, the award has been constituted.
= The award would carry a citation and a cash award of 11
lakh rupees.

(Source:- The Tribune news)



Topic - Punjab polity and Judicial
governance.

News:- Punjab lower courts are facing great pendency cases.

Issue: -

= Around 5133 out of the total 22036 posts of the
subordinate lower courts across the country are lying
vacant.

= Also, around 89 posts of judges in trial courts in
Punjab are vacant.

= The backlog of cases is increasing day by day: around
517970 cases are pending in Punjab lower judiciary
courts ( as given in the data presented by Punjab and
Haryana High court website).

Some of the solutions could be:-

= A state Judicial appointments panel could be set up to
look into the issue (under the direction of the Supreme
court).

 Fresh status reports on the vacancies should be filed by
the state and union governments before the apex court.

= ALl India Judicial Services could be set up to deal with
this issue.

(Source:- The Tribune news)
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