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November 5, 2019

Topic: Punjab Agriculture.

News:-Dr Swaminathan suggests the idea of rice bio parks to
deal with the menace of stubble burning.

Suggestions: -

 Dr Swaminathan is a great agricultural scientist who had
pioneered the Green Revolution in India.

» The great agricultural scientist has suggested that rice
bio parks should be set up.

The purpose of the parks would be: -

1. The sustainable management of the paddy straw.
2. To ensure additional income support to the farmers.
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Recent initiative: -

» India recently established a rice bio park in Nay Pyi
Taw ( Myanmar), under the Indo — Myanmar

 Friendship Project.

» The bio park would use the rice byproducts including
husk, straw, bran etc

» The byproducts then would be converted into biomass
value-added products like cattle feed, paper, and
compost.

= It can also help in promoting Circular economy as more
recycling of used products could be boosted.

So, through this ecological approach, sustainable agriculture
can be promoted.

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Topic: Punjab Governance

News:-The Punjab and Haryana High court will enforce the
provision of promotion of Disabled employees.

Context: -

» The High court staff would implement this scheme for its
own employees.

» The scheme is in line with the Rights of persons with
Disabilities act, 2016.

= The decision has been taken by the departmental
promotion committee of the High court.

 The approval for the scheme was given by the Chief



Justice of the High court.

(Source:- The Tribune news)

Topic: environmental governance

News:- Illegal sand mining goes on in Ropar district.

Background: -

 The Mafia or goonda tax 1is being imposed by the sand
mafia in the region.

= It has been reported that the Nakas has been set up to
collect the tax.

» The price of Rs 4 per cubic feet for sand and gravel is
being charged.

» The Sutlej, Swan and Sarsa river beds have been affected
by the mining.

The disadvantages of this sand mining
are: -

» The state is losing massive amounts of resources as it’s
environment is being polluted.

= The loss of river beds reduces the seepage of the water,
which disturbs the natural hydrological balance.

» The river regime is badly affected.

» The biodiversity is also adversely affected.



= It makes nearby areas prone to flooding.
= It also adversely affects the tourism potential.

So, good environmental governance with the help of
stakeholders participation is the need of the hour.

(Source:- The Tribune news)
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