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What is the news?

= The Sansad Khel Mahakumbh 3.0 was started by Union
Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh
Thakur at the Luhnu Cricket Ground in Bilaspur,
Hamirpur.

= Event joined by Cricketer Rohit Sharma and Rahul
Dravid.

= MP Khel Mahakumbh is being organized by 300 MPs
nationwide, inspired by PM Modi.

Sandad Khel Mahakumbh 3.0: A Step for
Indian Grassroots Sports

Grassroots Initiatives Take Center Stage:

» India’s sports environment changed with Union
Minister Anurag Singh Thakur’s Sansad Khel
Mahakumbh 3.0 launch. This statewide event to
promote grassroots sports participation has great
potential to find and develop future athletes.

A Growing Movement:

The rising participation in Sansad Khel Mahakumbh
shows its popularity:



- First Edition (2018): 40,000 aspiring athletes
participated.

- Second Edition (2023): Participation rose to
45,000, 1indicating growing awareness and
enthusiasm.

= Third Edition (2024): This edition aims to attract
a record-breaking 75,000 participants.

About Sansad Khel Mahakumbh:

» The Indian Sansad Khel Mahakumbh promotes grassroots
sports participation nationally. It allows prospective
athletes from numerous sports to compete and demonstrate
their skills. Here are its main features:

= 0rganized by: The Sansad Khel Mahakumbh is a
government-backed initiative.

» Focus: Unearthing and nurturing talent at the
grassroots level across various sports categories.
» Scale: The event is massive, attracting tens of

thousands of participants from across India.

Benefits:

 Talent identification: Allows prospective athletes
to compete and maybe get spotted by scouts or
selectors.

 Encourages sports participation among all ages and
backgrounds, promoting physical activity.

» Infrastructure development: Can increase local



sports infrastructure investment like training
facilities.

 Nurturing youthful talent helps India become a
leading sporting nation.

Challenges:

- Talent identification: Provides a platform for
aspiring athletes to compete and potentially get
noticed by talent scouts or selectors.

= Increased participation: Encourages people of all
ages and backgrounds to participate in sports,
fostering a culture of physical activity.

» Infrastructure development: Can lead to increased
investment in local sports infrastructure like
training facilities.

= Building a sporting nation: Contributes to India’s
vision of becoming a leading sporting nation by
nurturing talent from a young age.

Opportunities and Benefits:

Sansad Khel Mahakumbh has many advantages:

 The tournament helps find latent talent and
establish a talent pool for future national teams
by offering a platform for aspiring athletes from
diverse sports.

 Promoting Participation: The event’s vast size
encourages individuals of all ages and backgrounds



to exercise and live healthy.

 Encouraging Infrastructure Development: Such
events can encourage local sports infrastructure
investment, improving training facilities.

» By cultivating talent and fostering sports passion
from a young age, Sansad Khel Mahakumbh helps
India become a leading sporting nation.

Challenges and Way Forward:

The event has great potential, however there are
challenges:

= Inclusivity: Remote and neglected populations must
be reached to ensure true involvement.

= 0ngoing Support: Finding talent is just the
beginning. Offering prospective athletes training
and growth opportunities is crucial.

= Maintaining Quality: As participation rises,
proper organization, skilled trainers, and
suitable facilities at all 1locations are
essential.

Conclusion:

» Sansad Khel Mahakumbh helps India’'s grassroots
sports ambitions. By addressing its issues and
building on its triumphs, the event can nurture
talent, promote sports participation, and help
India become a worldwide athletic superpower.



Sansad Khel Mahakumbh’s effects on government,
social development, and healthy and active
citizenship.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

The Sansad Khel Mahakumbh initiative aligns with
the UPSC syllabus focus on promoting a healthy and
vibrant society because it:

O Provides financial rewards for outstanding sporting
performances
O Encourages the development of specialized sports academies

O Promotes physical activity and inculcates valuable life
skills

O Focuses on broadcasting major sporting events
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge



The Sansad Khel Mahakumbh is a nationwide
initiative in India with the primary objective of:

O Promoting excellence in professional sports leagues
O Developing world-class sporting infrastructure

O Providing a platform for sports participation at the
grassroots level

O Funding training programs for elite athletes
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

A potential challenge associated with the Sansad
Khel Mahakumbh initiative, as mentioned in the
editorial, is:

O Excessive media coverage leading to pressure on young
athletes

O Lack of sponsorships for the event's organization

O Ensuring accessibility and participation from remote areas

O 0Over-commercialization of the event
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

The success of Sansad Khel Mahakumbh can be
evaluated based on which of the following factors,
as mentioned in the editorial?

O The number of sponsorship deals secured for the event
O The media attention generated during the competition

O The identification and development of promising sporting



talents

O The profit generated from ticket sales
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

The increasing participation witnessed in Sansad
Khel Mahakumbh editions highlights:

O A decline in public interest in professional sporting events
O The growing popularity of a specific sporting discipline
O The event's potential to create a nationwide sports movement

O A shortage of qualified trainers and sports facilities
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Mains Questions:

Below Mains

Question

Write in Comment Section

Question 1:

The Sansad Khel Mahakumbh initiative has
emerged as a significant platform for promoting
sports participation at the grassroots level in
India. Discuss the potential benefits and
challenges associated with this initiative. (250
words)

Model Answer:

Benefits of Sansad Khel Mahakumbh:

» Identifying Talent: The large scale of the event
provides a platform for aspiring athletes from
across the country to showcase their skills,
potentially leading to identification by talent
scouts or selectors.

 Promoting Participation: The massive scale and



media attention surrounding the event encourage
people of all ages and backgrounds to participate
in sports, fostering a culture of physical
activity and healthy living.

 Encouraging Infrastructure Development: The
organization of Sansad Khel Mahakumbh at the local
level can lead to increased investment in sports
infrastructure 1like playgrounds and training
facilities.

» Building a Sporting Nation: By nurturing talent
and generating interest in sports from a young
age, Sansad Khel Mahakumbh contributes to India’s
vision of becoming a leading sporting nation.

Challenges of Sansad Khel Mahakumbh:

 Ensuring Inclusivity: Reaching out to remote areas
and marginalized communities to ensure their
participation in the event remains a challenge.
This requires targeted outreach programs and
overcoming logistical hurdles.

 Providing Ongoing Support: Identifying talent is
just the first step. Creating pathways for
continued training, coaching, and development for
promising athletes discovered through the event is
crucial for their long-term success.

» Maintaining Quality: As participation increases,
ensuring proper organization, qualified trainers,
and adequate facilities across all locations where
the event is held can be challenging. Maintaining
quality standards throughout the competition is
crucial.



Question 2:

Government emphasizes the role of sports in
fostering a healthy and vibrant society.
Explain how initiatives like Sansad Khel
Mahakumbh can contribute to achieving this
objective. (250 words)

Model Answer:

Sansad Khel Mahakumbh contributes to a healthy and vibrant
society in several ways:

 Promoting Physical Activity: By encouraging
participation in sports, the event combats
physical inactivity, a growing concern in modern
society. This can lead to improved health outcomes
and a reduction in lifestyle diseases.

= Mental and Social Well-being: Sports participation
promotes mental well-being by reducing stress,
fostering teamwork, and building self-confidence.
It also encourages social interaction and
community building.

= Value Inculcation: Sportsmanship, discipline,
perseverance, and the ability to handle both
victory and defeat are valuable life skills that
are inculcated through participation in sports.
These skills benefit individuals and contribute to
a more positive and productive society.

 Creating Role Models: The event can showcase
talented athletes, inspiring youngsters to pursue



sports and potentially creating role models who
motivate others to adopt a healthy lifestyle.

= Sansad Khel Mahakumbh, by promoting sports
participation across all age groups, plays a vital
role in fostering a culture of physical activity,
well-being, and positive societal values.

Remember, these are just two examples of Himachal HPAS Mains
questions inspired by the current news. Feel free to modify
and adapt them further to fit your specific needs and writing
style. Good luck with your preparation!
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Himachal HPAS Prelims:

- General Studies Paper I: This section might
cover topics related to sports and fitness
promotion. You can mention Sansad Khel
Mahakumbh as an example of a central government
initiative in this regard.

Himachal HPAS Mains:

- GS Paper II - Governance, Administration and

Development: Issues related to sports and youth
welfare. (Here, you can analyze Sansad Khel
Mahakumbh as a government program and its
potential impact on promoting sports
participation at the grassroots 1level 1in
Himachal Pradesh.)
Role of NGOs in development activities. (If the
discussion involves the role of NGOs in
promoting sports in Himachal Pradesh, you could
mention how they might collaborate with Sansad
Khel Mahakumbh for wider outreach.)

= GS Paper III - Social Issues and Disaster
Management: This paper focuses on 1ssues
related to health. You can discuss Sansad Khel
Mahakumbh’s potential role in promoting
physical activity and a healthy lifestyle.
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