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A Jewel in the Crown: Rewalsar and Khajjiar,
India’s New National Importance Wetlands

What is the news?

In a significant step towards wetland
conservation, the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has declared Rewalsar
in Mandi and Khajjiar in Chamba as National
Importance Wetlands.

» This recognition elevates the status of these
ecologically vibrant sites, paving the way for
their enhanced protection and sustainable
management. Let’s delve into the significance of
this move and explore the unique value these
wetlands contribute to Himachal Pradesh’s natural
heritage.



About Rewalsar in Mandi:

Y
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» Located amidst the majestic Dhauladhar ranges,
Rewalsar 1s a sacred pilgrimage site for
Buddhists, Sikhs, and Hindus.

= Flanked by nine sacred ponds, it's revered as “Tso
Pema” or lotus lake by Buddhists and is believed
to be where Padmasambhava, a revered tantric
master, subdued a local demon.

 The holy site attracts pilgrims throughout the
year, particularly during religious festivals.

 Beyond 1its religious significance, Rewalsar’s
wetland ecosystem provides vital habitat for
diverse flora and fauna, acting as a natural water
filter and playing a crucial role in regulating
the flow of the Beas River.



Khajjiar in Chamba:
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» 0ften dubbed the “Mini Switzerland” of India,
Khajjiar lies amidst scenic meadows and rolling
hills.

= Its enchanting lake, surrounded by a dense cover
of deodar trees, paints a picture of pristine
beauty.

» This mesmerizing landscape attracts tourists for
various activities like paragliding, zorbing, and
horseback riding.

» The wetland ecosystem around the lake supports a
rich biodiversity and plays a vital role in
maintaining the water balance in the region.

Significance of their National Importance
Status:



The declaration as “National Importance Wetlands” highlights
the ecological importance of Rewalsar and Khajjiar and paves
the way for their enhanced protection and management. This
recognition brings several benefits:

» Increased funding for conservation projects.

« Implementation of stricter regulations to prevent
pollution and encroachment.

» Greater involvement of Llocal communities 1in
conservation efforts.

» Enhanced research and education initiatives to
raise awareness about wetland values.

Existing Wetlands:

A spokesperson of the Himachal Pradesh State
Wetlands Authority (HPSWA) said the state
currently has three Ramsar sites (wetlands of

international importance) — Pong Dam in Kangra,
Renuka in Sirmaur and Chandrataal in Lahaul and
Spiti.

Beyond Aesthetics: The Ecological
Importance:

These wetlands are not just visually stunning; they play a
crucial role in the environment:



 Water Regulation: Wetlands 1like Rewalsar and
Khajjiar act as sponges, absorbing floodwaters and
releasing them gradually, preventing downstream
flooding and ensuring a steady water supply
throughout the year.

= Biodiversity Hotspots: They provide critical
habitat for diverse flora and fauna, including
migratory birds, fish, and amphibians. Their
unique ecosystems support a wealth of species,
contributing to the richness of the Himalayan
biodiversity.

= Natural Filters: Wetlands naturally filter
pollutants and improve water quality, acting as
vital kidneys for the surrounding environment.

 Economic Benefits: These sites not only attract
tourism but also support local livelihoods through
fishing, agriculture, and sustainable recreation
activities.

National Importance: Stepping Up
Protection:

Declaring these wetlands as “National Importance” implies
crucial benefits:

 Enhanced Funding: This designation unlocks access
to dedicated funding for conservation projects,
ensuring their 1long-term protection and
rejuvenation.

» Stricter Regulations: Stringent regulations and
management plans will be implemented to prevent
encroachment, pollution, and wunsustainable



practices.

= Community Involvement: Local communities will be
actively involved 1in conservation efforts,
fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility.

» Research and Education: Enhanced research and
education initiatives will raise awareness about
the importance of wetland conservation among
communities and stakeholders.

Looking Ahead: A Brighter Future for
Rewalsar and Khajjiar:

» This recognition marks a pivotal moment for
Rewalsar and Khajjiar, highlighting their
significance as national treasures. By promoting
responsible tourism, sustainable development
practices, and active community participation, we
can ensure these wetlands continue to flourish,
nurturing not just biodiversity but also the
cultural and economic well-being of the region.

Wetlands: Nature’s Watery Wonders and
Their Irreplaceable Value

What are Wetlands?

 Wetlands are transitional zones where land meets
water, encompassing a rich and varied mosaic of
landscapes like marshes, swamps, bogs, fens, and
even mangroves. These lands are saturated with
water, either permanently or seasonally, creating



unique ecosystems teeming with life and playing a
crucial role in the health of our planet.

Historical Recognition:

 The importance of wetlands has been recognized for
centuries. Early civilizations revered them as
sacred grounds, appreciating their connection to
water, life, and spiritual significance. However,
human encroachment and development 1led to
widespread wetland 1loss throughout history.
Thankfully, the late 20th century witnessed a
growing awareness of their critical role,
culminating in the Ramsar Convention, an
international treaty signed in 1971 for the
conservation and wise use of wetlands.

The Significance of Wetlands:

Wetlands offer a multitude of invaluable benefits:

= Water Filtration and Flood Protection: They act as
natural filters, removing pollutants and sediment
from water, and absorbing and slowing down
floodwaters, mitigating the impact of floods
downstream.

» Biodiversity Hotspots: These diverse ecosystems
provide critical habitat for a wide range of
species, including birds, fish, amphibians, and



plants, many of which are endangered or unique to
specific wetlands.

»Climate Change Mitigation: They store large
amounts of carbon dioxide, contributing to the
fight against climate change.

»Livelihoods and Recreation: Wetlands support
fisheries, agriculture, and tourism, providing
crucial income sources for local communities. They
also offer recreational opportunities 1like
birdwatching, fishing, and boating.

Threats and Challenges:

Despite their immense value, wetlands face several
threats:

= Pollution: Agricultural runoff, industrial waste,
and sewage contamination threaten water quality
and harm wetland ecosystems.

= Climate Change: Rising temperatures and altered
precipitation patterns can disrupt water levels
and impact wetland health.

Habitat Loss: Conversion of wetlands for
agriculture, infrastructure development, and
urbanization 1leads to habitat 1loss and
fragmentation.

Moving Forward: Protecting Our Wetland Jewels:

Recognizing the crucial role of wetlands, various national and
international efforts strive to protect these vital



ecosystems:

= Ramsar Convention: This global treaty provides a
framework for international cooperation and
promotes wise use of wetlands.

National Wetland Policies: Many countries,
including India, have developed policies and
regulations to protect wetlands within their
borders.

= Community-Based Conservation: Engaging local
communities in wetland conservation and management
is crucial for long-term success.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which of the following international treaties
focuses specifically on the conservation and wise
use of wetlands?

O Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change.
O Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

O Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.



O United Nations Framework Convention on Desertification
(UNCCD) .
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which of the following statements is TRUE about
the recent declaration of Rewalsar and Khajjiar as
National Importance Wetlands?

O It solely aims to increase tourism in these areas.

O It is a consequence of India's commitment to the Ramsar
Convention.

O It provides additional water resources for irrigation
purposes.

O It prohibits all human activities within the wetland
boundaries.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

What is the primary ecological benefit of
protecting wetlands like Rewalsar and Khajjiar?

O Providing fertile land for agricultural expansion.
O Filtering pollutants and improving water quality.
O Generating electricity through hydropower projects.

O Constructing new dams and reservoirs.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge



From a geographical perspective, the primary
ecological significance of the Rewalsar wetland in
Himachal Pradesh is:

O Acting as a major source of hydroelectric power generation.

O Regulating the flow of the Beas River and preventing
downstream flooding.

O Providing fertile land for agricultural expansion in the
surrounding region.

O Being a hotspot for mineral resources and contributing to
mining activities.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which of these government policies BEST supports
the conservation efforts for Rewalsar and
Khajjiar?

O National Policy on Education (NPE)

O National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC)

O National Wetland Policy 2017

O National Mineral Policy 2019
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge
Which of the following challenges is NOT likely to

hinder the effective conservation of these newly
declared National Importance Wetlands?

O Lack of awareness and community involvement.

O Insufficient funding for restoration and management.



O Limited expertise in wetland ecology and conservation
practices.

O Conflicting interests between conservation and local
development needs.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

What is the primary threat to the health and
function of wetlands globally?

O Overfishing and unsustainable fishing practices.
O Introduction of invasive species and habitat fragmentation.
O Increased frequency and intensity of natural disasters.

O Lack of government regulations and conservation efforts.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

As an HPAS aspirant, analyzing this news helps you
understand:

O The latest trends in fashion and tourism industry.

O The government's efforts towards promoting religious
tourism.

O The importance of environmental protection and sustainable
development in the state.

O The history and cultural significance of specific pilgrimage
sites.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge



Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of
a wetland ecosystem?

O Abundant and diverse plant and animal life.
O Saturated soils with permanent or seasonal water presence.
O High rates of decomposition and nutrient cycling.

O Primarily located in deserts and arid regions.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

The primary ecological concern for the Khajjiar
wetland is:

O Overgrazing by livestock and trampling of sensitive
vegetation.

O Excessive use of fertilizers and pesticides in surrounding
agricultural lands.

O Rising temperatures and changes in precipitation patterns
due to climate change.

O Unregulated tourism activities leading to pollution and
habitat degradation.
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Question 1:

Critically analyse the significance of
declaring Rewalsar in Mandi and Khajjiar in
Chamba as “National Importance Wetlands” in the
context of environmental conservation and
sustainable development in Himachal Pradesh.
(250 words)

Model Answer:

Significance:



Challenges:

 Enhanced protection: National status unlocks

dedicated funding and stricter regulations,
mitigating threats like pollution, encroachment,
and unsustainable practices.

Biodiversity conservation: These wetlands are
crucial habitats for diverse flora and fauna,
including endangered species. Their protection
safeqguards this valuable biodiversity.

Water security: These wetlands act as natural
sponges, regulating water flow, preventing floods,
and ensuring a steady water supply for downstream
communities.

Sustainable development: Protecting these
ecosystems promotes sustainable tourism, fishing,
and agriculture, supporting Llocal livelihoods
while minimizing environmental impact.

Climate <change mitigation: Wetlands store
significant carbon dioxide, <contributing to
national efforts to combat climate change.

Balancing conservation and development: Finding a
sustainable balance between protecting the
wetlands and meeting the needs of 1local
communities for development is crucial.
Community engagement: Ensuring active
participation of local communities in conservation
efforts is essential for long-term success.
Climate change: Rising temperatures and altered
precipitation patterns can disrupt water levels
and impact wetland health, requiring adaptation



strategies.

Overall:

»Declaring Rewalsar and Khajjiar as national
wetlands represents a positive step towards
environmental conservation and sustainable
development in Himachal Pradesh. Carefully
addressing the challenges will ensure these
ecosystems continue to thrive, benefitting both
the environment and local communities.

Question 2:

Discuss how international treaties like the
Ramsar Convention and national policies can
contribute to the effective conservation and
management of wetlands in India, using the
examples of Rewalsar and Khajjiar.(250 words)

Model Answer:

International Treaties:

= Ramsar Convention: Provides a framework for
international cooperation, promotes wise use of
wetlands, and encourages research and monitoring.
India’s adherence to the convention helps secure
international funding and expertise for wetland



conservation.

National Policies:

Examples:

Challenges:

= National Wetland Policy 2017: Emphasizes the

importance of wetland conservation, outlining
strategies for their protection, restoration, and
wise use. This policy provides a national
framework for managing wetlands like Rewalsar and
Khajjiar.

State-level policies: Many states, including
Himachal Pradesh, have developed their own wetland
policies tailored to specific local contexts and
needs.

Rewalsar: Ramsar Convention funding could support
restoration projects for its sacred ponds, while
national and state policies could guide
sustainable tourism management and community-based
conservation initiatives.

Khajjiar: International expertise could be used to
develop eco-tourism practices in the area, while
national and state policies could regulate
activities like paragliding to minimize impact on
the wetland ecosystem.

Implementation gaps: Effective implementation of
policies and regulations at the ground level
remains a challenge.

Resource constraints: Securing adequate funding
for wetland conservation projects requires
continued efforts.

Raising awareness: Educating communities and
stakeholders about the importance of wetland
conservation is crucial for long-term success.



Conclusion:

= International treaties and national policies offer

valuable tools for wetland conservation.
Effectively utilizing these frameworks, addressing
challenges, and fostering collaboration between
various stakeholders are crucial for ensuring the
well-being of wetlands like Rewalsar and Khajjiar,
contributing to a healthy environment and
sustainable development in India.

Remember, these are just two examples of Himachal HPAS Mains
questions inspired by the current news. Feel free to modify
and adapt them further to fit your specific needs and writing
style. Good luck with your preparation!
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COVER ABOVE NEWS?
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Himachal HPAS Prelims:

- General Studies - Current Events: Recognizing
the declaration as a recent, relevant
development in Himachal Pradesh, highlighting
its importance for environmental protection and
sustainable development.

- General Studies - Geography: Understanding the
ecological significance of wetlands, their role
in water balance and biodiversity, and their
connection to specific locations like Rewalsar
and Khajjiar.

»General Studies - Economy and Social
Development: Analyzing the potential impact of
this declaration on 1local 1livelihoods,
sustainable tourism, and economic well-being of
communities in Mandi and Chamba.

Himachal HPAS Mains:

» General Studies — Essay: This declaration could
be an interesting topic for an essay on themes
like environmental conservation, sustainable
development, or the importance of protecting
natural heritage. You can discuss the



significance of these specific wetlands,
potential challenges, and strategies for
effective conservation.

General Studies — Optional Subjects: Candidates
opting for subjects like Environment & Ecology,
Public Administration, or Economics can analyze
the decision through various lenses. For
example, in Environment & Ecology, you could
discuss the ecological functions of wetlands,
threats they face, and conservation strategies.
In Public Administration, you could analyze the
policy implications and challenges of
implementation.
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