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31st, January, 2023

Today's Topics Covered

1) HP Police Department has implemented a
management system to expedite trials in murder
cases.....Read in detalil

2) Conservation of all five chowgans of the town
Chamba...Read in detalil

3) Dragon fruit cultivation in Una to boost farm
income, says DC...Read in detalil

4) Gastritis outbreak in 10 Nadaun villages...Read
in detail

Topic: The HP Police Department has
implemented a management system to
expedite trials in murder cases.

Importance: Himachal HPAS Prelims and Mains

Importance for Prelims: Indian polity and governance
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Importance for Mains Exam:

= PAPER-IV: GENERAL STUDIES-I : UNIT II: Topic: Core
Values in public service/governance.

What is the news?

= Himachal Pradesh Police have implemented a robust trial
management system in response to the large number of
murder cases pending in courts.

Sanjay Kundu, the Director General of Police (DGP) of Himachal
Pradesh, stated:

= The system, which was launched earlier this month,
requires the DGP to personally review the status of
murder cases on a weekly basis during Monday meetings.

How will it work?

» The police will also ensure that witnesses in murder



cases testify in court on time under the new system.

 During the Monday meetings, it will also be reviewed how
many police officers and private citizens who are
witnesses in murder cases are appearing in court for
testimony, according to DGP.

= The DGP said that crime rate analysis done by the police
reveals that 974 murder cases have been registered in
Himachal Pradesh in last 10 years.

= 0n an average, nearly 98 murder cases are registered
every year. After completing the investigation, the
chargesheet of these cases were presented by the police
in respective courts for trial within a period of 90
days.

(News Source:hindustantimes)

Topic: Conservation of all five chowgans
of the town Chamba

Importance: Himachal HPAS Prelims and Mains

Importance for Prelims: History, geography, political, art &
culture and socio-economic development of Himachal Pradesh.

Importance for Mains Exam:

= PAPER-IV: GENERAL STUDIES-I : UNIT II: Topic: Historical
perspective of Indian Cultural heritage

What is the news?

= The Mugla Vikas Samiti of Chamba town has urged the
district administration to prioritise the conservation



of the town’s five chowgans.

= In a letter to the Deputy Commissioner, Samiti president
Hari Ram Puri stated that the government had designated
five Chowgans as “heritage sites” due to their
historical significance. As a result, the seriousness of
the cause should be demonstrated, and planting of
‘drub,’ a local grass, should be ensured to restore
their pristine glory.

 The former rulers of Chamba state must have worked
extremely hard to establish five Chowgans. These
Chowgans are the town’s lungs and heart. Chamba 1is
famous for its beautiful Chowgans.The district
administration earns fabulous income from these Chowgans
during the Minjar fair every year.
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About Chamba Chaugan:

» The Chaugan is the heart and hub center of all activity
in Chamba. According to Dr. J. Hutchison, “ The town is
built on two terraces. On the lower is the Chaugan a
fine grassy sward, about a half a mile long by eighty
yards broad.

» Tradition 1is silent as to its use as a polo ground and
the name is etymologically distinct from Chaugan, the
Persian name of Polo, being of Sanskrit origin and
meaning ‘four-sided; Besides being a public promenade
and recreation-ground, the Chaugan was utilized for
State Darbars and sports”.

 These large spaces are unique of their vastness in a
hill station. Initially the five Chaugans were a single
patch of meadow which was used for purpose mentioned
above. In the 1890 the leveling of chaugan was done.

= It become a public promenade and Cricket ground for the
British. Annual Minjar Mela is held in the Chaugan when
most of it is converted into a Bazaar. Local people
including men, women and children can be seen
promenading in the chaugan till late night.



»During summer many families bring food from home to
chaugan and dine in open air. A large number of people
can also be seen sleeping during night in the chaugan.
Gaddies with their dears can also be seen camping on the
outsidrats of this beautiful public promenade. Chaugan
is closed for public after Dushera to April to carryout
maintenance.

(News Source: The Tribune)
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Topic: Dragon fruit cultivation in Una to
boost farm income, says DC

Importance: Himachal HPAS Prelims and Mains

Importance for Prelims: Economic and social development -
sustainable development poverty, 1inclusion, demographics,
social sector initiatives, etc.

Importance for Mains Exam:

PAPER-VI: GENERAL STUDIES-III : UNIT II: Topic:
Diversification 1in Agriculture and allied activities, Land
tenure and size of land holdings.


https://t.me/hpasexamlife

What is the news?

»DC Raghav Sharma has stated that dragon fruit
cultivation in the district will be encouraged in order
to increase farmers’ income.

»In a press release issued today, he stated that the
exotic fruit fetched a high market price, and that the
climate of the district was suitable for cultivation, as
discovered during field trials last year.

 Last year, 3,784 dragon fruit saplings were planted on
1.72 hectares in 14 gramme panchayat areas of Bangana
subdivision by 43 progressive farmers, according to
Sharma.

» He said the growth and progress of the plants was found
to be good, adding that the cultivation of dragon fruit
would also be promoted in other subdivisions of Una,
Gagret, Haroli and Amb.

Cultivation of dragon fruit would also be promoted
under which scheme?

= The DC further said the cultivation of dragon fruit
would also be promoted under the MNREGA scheme in



panchayats. “Interested farmers can contact their
respective gram panchayats. Modalities to work out the
distribution of plants under the MNREGA is being worked
out,” he added.

About Dragon Fruit:

= Dragon fruit, also known as pitaya or strawberry pear,
is a lovely tropical fruit that is both sweet and
crunchy.

» The fruit is actually a type of cactus from the genus
Hylocereus, which contains about 20 different species.
Dragon fruit, which was originally popular in Southeast
Asia and Latin America, is now grown and enjoyed all
over the world. Though its pinkish red skin and light
green scales may appear intimidating, preparing this
unusual fruit is simple.

= You can enjoy eating it in fruit salads, it can be used
to create tasty drinks and desserts, and it is a
wonderful, healthy snack on its own.

Scientific name:
= Selenicereus undatus

(News Source: The Tribune)

Topic: Gastritis outbreak in 10 Nadaun
villages

Importance: Himachal HPAS Prelims and Mains

Importance for Prelims: Economic and social development -
sustainable development poverty, 1inclusion, demographics,



social sector initiatives, etc.
Importance for Mains Exam:

PAPER-VI: GENERAL STUDIES-III : UNIT II: Topic:
Diversification 1in Agriculture and allied activities, Land
tenure and size of land holdings.

What is the news?

»A gastritis outbreak in around ten villages of the
district’s five gramme panchayats of Nadaun subdivision
today has reportedly infected more than 350 locals.

CAUSE STILL TO BE DETERMINED

Water samples are being collected from villages to
determine the source of the outbreak. People are advised
to only drink boiled water. ORS pouches are also being
distributed to the general public. RK CMO Agnihotri



About Gastritis:

» Gastritis is an inflammation of the 1lining of the
stomach.

= It can have many causes, including infection with the
bacterium H. pylori, long-term use of nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), excessive alcohol
consumption, and stress.

» Symptoms of gastritis may include abdominal pain,
bloating, nausea, vomiting, and loss of appetite. In
some cases, gastritis can lead to ulcers and internal
bleeding.

 Treatment depends on the underlying cause and may
include antibiotics, acid-reducing medications, and
lifestyle changes such as avoiding alcohol and certain
foods.

(News Source: The Tribune)
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