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31st, January, 2022

Topic: Education
Importance: Himachal HPAs Prelims and Mains

What is the news?

» Five students from Una have succeeded in getting
admission 1into various engineering courses at the
National Institute of Technology (NIT) -Hamirpur after
getting two years of free coaching under the Super-50
scheme launched by the district administration.

About Scheme:

» The scheme was launched in 2019 and the first batch had
appeared in the NET engineering entrance examination
this year. The District Institute of Education Training
(DIET) organizes entrance tests for the Super-50 program
and students who are in the top 50 in terms of merit
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receive free coaching courses.

(Source: HP Tribune)

Topic: Agriculture

Importance: Himachal HPAS Mains

What is the news?

» The hill state, which is producing about 18.50 lakh MT
of vegetables against the average food grain production
of 16.75 lakh MT, 1is heading for self-sufficiency 1in
wheat\seed production, ending dependence on imports.

= About 4,500 hectares are covered seed production and the
expected production of wheat seed is about 75,000 MT in
2021-22, which is 20,000 MT more than the previous year.

= At present, the state imports 25,000 MT to 30,000 MT
seeds from neighboring states and if the efforts to
increase the self-sufficiency ratio (SSR) succeed, the
state will become self-reliant in seed production, says
Director, Agriculture, Narinder Dhiman.

= The foodgrain and vegetable production was 16.93 lakh MT
and 17.22 lakh MT in 2018-19, 15.94 lakh MT and 18.60
lakh MT in 2019-20, 15.28 lakh MT and 18.67 lakh MT in
2020-21 and 16.75 lakh MT and 18.50 lakh MT (tentative)
in 2021-22. If potato and ginger with average production
of about 2.30 lakh MT is also included in vegetables,
the production will cross 20.50 lakh MT.


https://epaper.tribuneindia.com/3368202/Himachal-Edition/HE-31-January-2022#page/4

Reason:

Rain in low areas, particularly in rain-fed areas, is
beneficial for wheat and other rabbis crops. There was
scanty rain after the sowing of wheat, but rain in
January has ended the dry spell, bringing cheer to
farmers.

It will also control the spread of yellow rust disease.
“The average yield of wheat grown over 3.40 lakh
hectares is 20 quintals per hectare and we are hopeful
that timely rain will help us achieve the production
target of 6,72,000 MT,” says Dhiman.

“Due to dry weather, wheat grains are not gaining a
proper size, but rain has proved to be a boon,” says a
local farmer, Amit. Rain is also beneficial for seasonal
vegetables such as tomato, capsicum, brinjal and
vegetables in the seedling condition.

(Source: HP Tribune)
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