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Summary :

- National Recognition for Himachal Panchayats:
Thanadhar and Sikandar Panchayats from Himachal
Pradesh received national awards for their
excellence in social security and water
conservation, each winning Rs 75 lakh.

= Social Security Leadership: Thanadhar Panchayat
was honored for its comprehensive social
welfare programs, focusing on healthcare,
education, and support for vulnerable groups.

-Water Conservation Excellence: Sikandar
Panchayat was recognized for its innovative
water management strategies, 1including
rainwater harvesting and check dams, ensuring
sustainable water supply for the community.

- Empowering Rural Communities: The awards
highlight the importance of Panchayati Raj
institutions in promoting local governance,
sustainable development, and the welfare of
rural populations.

» Model for Rural Development: The success of
these Panchayats serves as an inspiration for
other rural regions, encouraging the adoption
of similar community-driven approaches to



What

tackle social and environmental challenges.

is the news?

= Two Panchayats from Himachal Pradesh have earned

national recognition for their extraordinary
contributions to rural development. Thanadhar
Panchayat from Shimla district and Sikandar
Panchayat from Hamirpur district were both awarded
Rs 75 lakh each by the Government of India for
their remarkable achievements in social security
and water conservation.

» The prestigious awards were presented by President

Draupadi Murmu in a ceremony held in New Delhi,
highlighting the essential role of Panchayats in
rural governance.

» These two panchayats outperformed around 3,600

gram panchayats in the state and over 1.90 lakh
panchayats across the country to win these
prestigious awards.

Thanadhar Panchayat’s Achievement:
Excellence in Social Security

 Thanadhar Panchayat, located in the scenic Shimla

district, secured the second position in the
category of “Socially Safe Village.” This category
recognizes panchayats that have demonstrated



exceptional efforts in promoting social security
programs for the welfare of their residents.

= Thanadhar Panchayat earned the Rs 75 lakh award
for its holistic approach to social welfare, which
includes providing adequate healthcare, enhancing
education, promoting women’s safety, and securing
financial assistance for marginalized communities.
The initiative aimed at empowering the village’s
most vulnerable citizens, including women,
children, the elderly, and economically
disadvantaged families, was one of the key factors
that contributed to this recognition.

» The award reflects the importance of a safe and
secure environment for the overall development of
any village or rural community. Through its
dedicated social security programs, Thanadhar
Panchayat has created a model for other rural
regions to follow. This achievement also
demonstrates the effectiveness of community-based
governance in addressing local challenges.

= Apart from finishing second in one of these nine
themes, Thanadhar gram panchayat also won the
Nanaji Deshmukh Sarvottam Panchayat Satat Vikas
Puraskar for securing the third spot in the ‘best
gram panchayat’ category in the country. The award
is given to the panchayats for best aggregate
performance under all nine themes.

Sikandar Panchayat’s Achievement: Leading
the Way in Water Conservation

In the “Water Adequate Panchayat” category,
Sikandar Panchayat from Hamirpur district secured



the second position, also winning Rs 75 lakh. This
recognition underscores the Panchayat’s
significant contributions to water conservation
and management, a critical issue facing rural
areas 1in India, especially in water-scarce
regions.

» Sikandar Panchayat implemented a series of
innovative and sustainable water management
practices that have not only ensured a steady
water supply for its residents but also improved
water use efficiency. These initiatives include
the revival of traditional water harvesting
systems, rainwater harvesting, and the
construction of check dams. Furthermore, the
community’'s active 1involvement 1in water
conservation has played a crucial role 1in
safeguarding the village’'s water resources.

» The award is a testament to Sikandar Panchayat’s
foresight in tackling the looming water crisis and
prioritizing water conservation as a key factor
for 1long-term sustainability. By adopting
practices that ensure the judicious use of water,
Sikandar Panchayat has emerged as a model for
other Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh and beyond.

How These Awards Reflect the Growing
Importance of Local Governance?

» The awards bestowed upon Thanadhar and Sikandar
Panchayats demonstrate the growing importance of
local governance in solving some of the most
pressing 1issues faced by rural India. From
improving social security schemes to preserving



vital resources like water, panchayats play an
essential role in shaping sustainable, resilient
communities.

 In recent years, there has been a renewed focus on
empowering panchayats as the key instruments of
rural development. The success of Thanadhar and
Sikandar Panchayats shows that, when given the
resources and authority, local leaders can bring
about remarkable change. The recognition of these
panchayats at the national level also serves as an
inspiration for other local governments to adopt
best practices 1in social security and
environmental management.

Importance of Financial Support and
Government Initiatives:

Both Thanadhar and Sikandar Panchayats were
awarded Rs 75 lakh each, which will further aid
their development programs. This financial reward
is a vital aspect of the national awards, as it
provides the necessary resources to scale
successful initiatives and implement new ones. The
role of the government in providing support
through schemes, funding, and capacity-building
initiatives cannot be understated in these
successes.

» For instance, the Panchayati Raj Ministry, led by
Minister Anirudh Singh, has played a pivotal role
in recognizing and promoting local governance
excellence. By celebrating such achievements, the
ministry encourages other panchayats to follow
suit and work toward similar goals.



Key Takeaways from These Achievements:

= The success stories of Thanadhar and Sikandar Panchayats
provide valuable lessons for rural development. Some of
the key takeaways from their achievements include:

- Community Engagement: Both panchayats have
successfully involved their communities 1in
decision-making processes, ensuring that the
programs align with the needs and aspirations of
the people.

- Sustainable Practices: Sikandar Panchayat’s focus
on water conservation through traditional methods
and community participation demonstrates the
importance of blending old knowledge with modern
techniques.

- Holistic Development: Thanadhar Panchayat’s
comprehensive approach to social security,
including health, education, and economic welfare,
highlights the importance of addressing multiple
facets of rural development.

= Government Support: Both panchayats benefited from
the ongoing support of the Panchayati Raj
Ministry, showcasing the significance of
collaboration between local governments and state
agencies.



Role of Panchayats 1in Achieving
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

=The recognition of Thanadhar and Sikandar
Panchayats aligns with India’s broader commitment
to achieving the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Goals like “Clean Water
and Sanitation,” “Good Health and Well-being,” and
“Reduced Inequality” are directly related to the
work carried out by these panchayats. By excelling
in these areas, they are contributing to the
national and global agenda for sustainable and
inclusive growth.

The Road Ahead for Other Panchayats 1in
Himachal Pradesh:

 Himachal Pradesh’s achievements 1in panchayat governance
are a beacon of hope for other rural areas striving for
progress. These awards highlight the transformative
potential of grassroots leadership. To ensure that more
panchayats can emulate the successes of Thanadhar and
Sikandar, it is crucial to:

 Strengthen Local Governance: Panchayats need to be
further empowered with financial resources and
autonomy to make decisions that benefit their
communities.

- Promote Best Practices: Encouraging the sharing of
successful initiatives across panchayats can help



replicate these models in other regions.

- Foster Community Participation: The active
involvement of local residents is key to the
success of any program, whether 1it’s water
conservation or social security.

» By focusing on these areas, Himachal Pradesh can
ensure that its panchayats continue to thrive,
setting new standards for rural governance in
India.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

- What is the “Socially Safe Village” award?The
“Socially Safe Village” award recognizes
panchayats that implement exceptional social
security measures, ensuring the safety and
well-being of all community members, including
women, children, the elderly, and marginalized
groups.

- What measures did Thanadhar Panchayat take to
earn the award?Thanadhar Panchayat implemented
comprehensive social security initiatives such
as health programs, financial assistance, and
educational support to uplift wvulnerable
communities.

- What is the significance of the “Water Adequate
Panchayat” award?This award acknowledges
panchayats that have effectively managed and
conserved water resources, ensuring a
consistent and sustainable water supply for
their residents.



How did Sikandar Panchayat conserve
water?Sikandar Panchayat used traditional water
conservation methods, such as rainwater
harvesting and the construction of check dams,
to ensure adequate water supply in the region.

- What role did the Panchayati Raj Ministry play
in these awards?The Panchayati Raj Ministry
recognized and celebrated the achievements of
the award-winning panchayats, further promoting
the importance of local governance in rural
development.

- How can other panchayats follow the example of
Thanadhar and Sikandar?0ther panchayats can
emulate these models by focusing on community
participation, adopting sustainable practices,
and ensuring that their initiatives address
multiple facets of development, including water
conservation and social security.

Conclusion: A Bright Future for Rural
Development:

 The national recognition of Thanadhar and Sikandar
Panchayats serves as a reminder of the untapped
potential in rural India. Through strong
leadership, community engagement, and sustainable
practices, panchayats have the power to drive
significant change. As these panchayats continue
their work, they set an inspiring example for
other villages across Himachal Pradesh and the
rest of India. The future of rural development in
India lies in the hands of these local bodies, and
with the right support, they can achieve



remarkable things.

Key Takeaways from the editorial:

= Recognition of Panchayats: Two Panchayats from
Himachal Pradesh, Thanadhar (Shimla) and
Sikandar (Hamirpur), were honored with national
awards for their outstanding contributions to
social security and water conservation.

- Empowerment Through Local Governance: These
awards highlight the <critical role of
Panchayati Raj institutions in rural
governance, promoting social welfare and
environmental sustainability at the grassroots
level.

= Social Security Initiatives: Thanadhar
Panchayat’s win for “Socially Safe Village”
reflects its successful implementation of
health, education, and financial aid programs
aimed at marginalized groups.

-Water Conservation Efforts: Sikandar
Panchayat’s water conservation initiatives,
including rainwater harvesting and check dams,
showcase how local governance can address
pressing environmental challenges like water
scarcity.

= Inspiration for Other Panchayats: The success
of these Panchayats serves as a model for other
rural communities, emphasizing the importance
of community involvement and sustainable
practices in achieving long-term development
goals.



On Whatsapp Now

Introducing Himachal Examlife Channel - Your Ultimate Destination for Dailykﬂj/
Most Important Current Affairs and Quiz! Follow Examlife Channel today!

QuizTime:

od bk

rA
ar LdJd

0 votes, 0 avg

0
Are you Ready!

Thank you, Time Out !

-
=

Created by = Examlife

Himachal HPAS(English)

HIMACHAL CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ


https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va4E6RJ1Hsq3tqnvJo2k

Read the Below Instructions
Carefully:

= Click on - Start Quiz
= Attempt all questions (You can attempt or leave)
= After Attempting Last Question.
= Enter Name & Email
= Click on - Check Result
= Scroll down - Check out Solutions too.
Thank you.

| Loading ... |

N\

1/6

Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which Panchayat from Himachal Pradesh won the
second prize in the "Socially Safe Village"
category at the national awards?

O Sikandar Panchayat
O Thanadhar Panchayat
O Palampur Panchayat
O Kullu Panchayat
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which United Nations Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) is most directly related to the water



conservation efforts of Sikandar Panchayat, as
seen in their national award?

O SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
O SDG 2: Zero Hunger

O SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
O SDG 13: Climate Action
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which aspect of rural development did Sikandar
Panchayat from Hamirpur district excel in to win
the second prize at the national awards?

O Health and sanitation
O Water conservation and management
O Agricultural development

O Digital literacy
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Category: General Studies

Who presented the national awards to the
representatives of Thanadhar and Sikandar
Panchayats?

O Prime Minister Narendra Modi
O President Draupadi Murmu
O Home Minister Amit Shah

O Panchayati Raj Minister Anirudh Singh
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

What was the prize money awarded to each of the
winning Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh?

O Rs 50 lakh
O Rs 75 lakh

O Rs 1 crore

O Rs 25 lakh
| Prev || Finish I\ Nextl
6/ 6

Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Which of the following measures was specifically
credited to Sikandar Panchayat for its water
conservation efforts?

O Modern irrigation systems
O Desalination plants
O Revival of traditional water harvesting systems

O Rainwater harvesting solely for agricultural use
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Question 1:

Discuss the significance of Panchayati Raj
institutions in the socio-economic development
of rural India, with examples from Himachal
Pradesh. (250 words)

Model Answer:

= Panchayati Raj institutions are the backbone of rural
governance in India, enabling decentralized decision-



making and local-level implementation of policies. These
institutions foster participatory governance, leading to
inclusive and sustainable development, especially in
rural areas. In Himachal Pradesh, Panchayats have made
significant strides in areas like social security, water
management, and environmental sustainability.

Role in Socio-Economic Development

 Decentralized Governance: Panchayats empower local
communities by involving them in decision-making
processes, thus addressing grassroots 1issues
directly.

= Community Empowerment: Local leaders in Panchayats
are often more attuned to the needs of their
communities, facilitating targeted interventions.

»Inclusive Development: Panchayats help 1in
promoting welfare programs for women, children,
the elderly, and marginalized groups, which 1is
critical for equitable growth.

Examples from Himachal Pradesh

Thanadhar Panchayat (Shimla District):

» Award for Social Security: Thanadhar won national
recognition for its comprehensive social security
programs, including health services, financial aid
for marginalized groups, and women’s welfare.



= Holistic Development: The Panchayat’s approach to
social security ensured a multi-dimensional
approach to the development of its community.

Sikandar Panchayat (Hamirpur District):

 Water Conservation Initiatives: Sikandar earned
national accolades for its water conservation
efforts, including rainwater harvesting and check
dams, ensuring the sustainability of water
resources.

 Environmental Sustainability: The Panchayat’s
focus on water management not only solved the
local water scarcity issue but also contributed to
long-term sustainability.

Conclusion

= Panchayati Raj institutions are crucial in
addressing local issues and ensuring socio-
economic development in rural India. The examples
of Thanadhar and Sikandar Panchayats in Himachal
Pradesh demonstrate how local governance, when
effectively implemented, can significantly improve
the quality of life, strengthen rural economies,
and empower communities.



Question 2:

Evaluate the role of local governance 1in
addressing India’s water crisis, citing
examples of successful Panchayat-led
initiatives. (250 words)

Model Answer:

» India faces a severe water crisis, marked by depleting
water resources and inefficient management systems.
Local governance, particularly through Panchayats, has
emerged as a crucial solution to this challenge,
offering region-specific strategies to conserve and
manage water resources effectively.

Role of Local Governance in Water Management

»Localized Solutions: Panchayats are best
positioned to tackle regional water issues as they
understand local geography, climate, and community
needs.

= Community Involvement: Local communities play an
active role in water management, ensuring
sustainable practices are followed and resources
are used efficiently.

 Empowering Local Leaders: Panchayats can implement
policies and practices that directly impact water
conservation, leading to more effective water



management at the grassroots level.

Successful Panchayat-led Initiatives

Sikandar
Pradesh) :

Panchayat (Hamirpur District, Himachal

Rainwater Harvesting: Sikandar Panchayat

implemented rainwater harvesting systems to store
and manage water during monsoon seasons.

Check Dams: The Panchayat constructed check dams
to recharge groundwater and provide a reliable
source of water throughout the year.

Community Participation: The residents were
actively involved in these initiatives, ensuring
their success and long-term sustainability.

Thanadhar Panchayat (Shimla District, Himachal

Pradesh) :

= Water Conservation and Social Welfare: Thanadhar,

apart from social security, focused on sustainable
water wuse practices, integrating water
conservation with other developmental goals.

 Watershed Management: The Panchayat adopted

watershed management practices to ensure efficient
water distribution, particularly in areas with
scarce water resources.



Conclusion

» Local governance, especially through Panchayats,

plays a crucial role in tackling India’s water
crisis by implementing effective, community-based
solutions. The success of initiatives like those
in Sikandar and Thanadhar Panchayats proves that
local 1leadership, coupled with community
participation, 1is key to achieving sustainable
water management and mitigating water scarcity.
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Prelims:

= General Studies Paper I:

 Indian Polity and Governance:Panchayati Raj
System: The Indian Constitution and its
provisions regarding local self-government,
including the 73rd Amendment, which deals with
Panchayats and their role in rural development,
decentralization, and local governance.
Devolution of Powers: Understanding the powers
and responsibilities of Panchayats, including
the role of Gram Panchayats, Panchayat Samitis,
and Zila Parishads in rural governance.
Rural Development Schemes: Government programs
for rural development, including social

security schemes, rural water supply
management, and other related welfare
initiatives.

= Current Events of National and International
Importance:Awards and Recognitions: National
awards related to social welfare, water
conservation, and sustainable development, such
as those won by Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh



Mains:

(Thanadhar and Sikandar Panchayats). These
topics are part of current affairs and are
often asked in the Prelims to test the
candidate’s awareness of significant national
events.

Geography and Environment:Water Conservation:
Understanding India’s water crisis and water
conservation techniques, including rainwater
harvesting, watershed management, and the role
of Panchayats in implementing these practices.
Environmental Issues: Questions related to the
role of local governance in environmental
sustainability, <conservation of water
resources, and efforts taken at the grassroots
level to tackle these issues.

General Studies Paper I (Indian Heritage,
Culture, and Society):

Rural Development and Governance: The role of
Panchayati Raj in rural governance and its
impact on socio-economic development, poverty
alleviation, and social security programs.
Local Self-Government: In-depth understanding
of the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments,
which empower Panchayats to work towards the
development of rural India, and how they
contribute to the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

General Studies Paper II (Governance,
Constitution, Polity, Social Justice, and
International relations):

Panchayati Raj and Decentralized Governance:



Detailed questions on the functioning of
Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh, including their
role 1in grassroots democracy, rural
development, and decision-making.

Social Welfare Schemes: The role of Panchayats
in implementing government schemes related to
healthcare, education, sanitation, and social
security, and their impact on the rural
population.

General Studies Paper III (Technology, Economic
Development, Bio-Diversity, Environment,
Security, and Disaster Management):

Water Conservation and Management: The
importance of water conservation techniques,
particularly those implemented at the Panchayat
level, such as rainwater harvesting, watershed
management, and sustainable water usage.
Sustainable Development Practices: Role of
Panchayats in addressing environmental issues,
promoting sustainable agricultural practices,
and mitigating water scarcity.

Himachal Pradesh-Specific Issues: Challenges
faced by Himachal Pradesh in managing its
natural resources, including water scarcity,
and how Panchayats are implementing solutions.
Himachal Pradesh Specific Paper (HPAS Paper I):
Rural Development and Panchayati Raj in
Himachal Pradesh: Analyzing the structure,
functioning, and impact of Panchayati Raj in
Himachal Pradesh, with special emphasis on the
local governance model in the state.

Water Resources in Himachal Pradesh: Management
of water resources, particularly in the context
of Himachal’s geography and environmental
concerns. The role of Panchayats in conserving
water and ensuring sustainable water use.



Interview (Personality Test):

Relevant Areas:

» Understanding the Role of Panchayats:Questions
may probe the candidate’s understanding of the
functioning of Panchayati Raj institutions in
Himachal Pradesh, the impact of decentralized
governance on rural development, and the
challenges faced by local governance bodies.
Example: “What 1is the significance of
Panchayati Raj institutions in promoting social
security and women’'s empowerment in rural
Himachal Pradesh?”

= Current Affairs on Water Conservation:Given the
national recognition of Panchayats 1like
Thanadhar and Sikandar for their water
conservation efforts, interviewers may ask
candidates to discuss the role of local
governance in addressing India’s water crisis.
Example: “Can you explain the significance of
water conservation measures like rainwater
harvesting and check dams, and how Panchayats
in Himachal Pradesh can contribute to solving
water scarcity?”

- Policies and Their Impact:Questions may delve
into the evaluation of various government
policies related to rural development and water
management, focusing on the effectiveness of
Panchayat-led initiatives.

Example: “In your opinion, how effective have
Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh been in tackling
environmental sustainability and water



conservation challenges?”
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