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= New Mineral Policy: Himachal Pradesh’s
government approved a new policy for 2024 to
combat illegal mining and enhance revenue
through regulated extraction.

= Jllegal Mining Issues: The policy addresses
environmental degradation, safety hazards, and
revenue loss due to unregulated mining
activities.

»Policy Measures: It includes stricter
regulations, transparency in lease allocation,
sustainable practices, and an online portal for
streamlined procedures and real-time
monitoring.

What 1is the Himachal Current
Affair?

Himachal Pradesh, a state renowned for 1its
picturesque landscapes, 1is grappling with a
challenge — balancing the need to curb illegal
mining with maximizing revenue from its rich
mineral resources.

=In an attempt to address this, the state
government recently approved a new Mineral Policy
for 2024. This policy aims to achieve a two-
pronged approach: clamping down on illegal mining
activities and boosting legitimate revenue
generation through regulated extraction.



The Problem of Illegal Mining

Illegal mining has emerged as a significant concern 1in
Himachal Pradesh. It not only leads to loss of revenue for the
state but also poses serious environmental threats. Unchecked
mining can cause:

 Environmental Degradation: Deforestation, soil
erosion, and air and water pollution are some of
the detrimental consequences of illegal mining.
These activities disrupt fragile ecosystems and
endanger biodiversity.

» Safety Hazards: Unsafe mining practices put miners
at risk of accidents and injuries.

» Loss of Revenue: The state loses out on potential
revenue due to illegal extraction and sale of
minerals.

The New Mineral Policy: A Two-Fold
Approach

The new Mineral Policy seeks to address these issues with a
set of targeted measures:

- Stricter Regulations: The policy proposes stricter
regulations for obtaining mining permits and
increased monitoring of mining activities. This
includes potentially using technology like drones
for real-time surveillance.



= Boosting Transparency: Promoting transparency in
the allocation of mining leases and streamlining
procedures can help reduce opportunities for
corruption.

- Focus on Sustainability: The policy advocates for
sustainable mining practices. This includes
minimizing environmental impact, proper waste
management, and land reclamation after mining
operations.

= Increased Depth of Extraction: A controversial
aspect of the policy is the permission to extract
minerals from riverbeds up to a depth of 2 meters,
compared to the previous limit of 1 meter. This
raises concerns about potential environmental
damage and requires careful implementation with
strong safeguards.

» Incentivizing Legal Extraction: The policy aims to
incentivize legitimate mining operations by
simplifying procedures and potentially offering
tax benefits. This could encourage miners to
operate within the legal framework.

Additionally, it introduces a crucial
element:

Integrated Online Portal: The policy proposes
establishing a dedicated online portal to streamline and
regulate mining activities. This portal can offer
several benefits:

- Simplified Procedures: The online platform can
facilitate permit applications, approvals, and
renewals, making the process more user-friendly



and efficient for legitimate miners.

 Enhanced Transparency: The portal can create a
transparent system for allocating mining leases
and tracking mining activities. This reduces
opportunities for <corruption and promotes
accountability.

- Real-time Monitoring: Integration with tools like
GPS tracking and satellite imagery can potentially
be used for real-time monitoring of mining sites.
This helps authorities identify and address
illegal activities.

- Improved Data Management: The online portal can
serve as a centralized repository of data related
to mining concessions, production levels, and
royalty payments. This data can be used for
informed decision-making and policy planning.

Challenges and the Road Ahead

The success of the new Mineral Policy hinges on overcoming
several challenges:

Effective Implementation: Strong enforcement
mechanisms are crucial to ensure the new
regulations are not just on paper.

 Balancing Revenue and Environment: Striking a
balance between maximizing revenue and protecting
the environment is a delicate task. Sustainable
mining practices must be prioritized.

 Livelihood Concerns: A sudden crackdown on illegal
mining could affect the livelihoods of those
involved. Alternative employment opportunities



need to be explored for displaced workers.

A Step in the Right Direction

= The new Mineral Policy represents a much-needed
step towards regulating the mining sector in
Himachal Pradesh. By focusing on curbing illegal
activities, boosting revenue through 1legal
channels, and promoting sustainable practices, the
policy has the potential to create a win-win
situation for the state, its environment, and its
people. However, its effectiveness will depend on
robust implementation, transparent procedures, and
a commitment to long-term environmental
sustainability.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

Considering the potential environmental impact of
mining activities, a crucial aspect of the new
Mineral Policy should be:

O Prioritizing the maximization of revenue generation for the



state government.

O Encouraging the exploration of alternative sources of income
for affected communities.

O Allowing greater flexibility in the environmental impact
assessment process.

O Offering subsidies for the use of less environmentally
friendly mining technologies.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

A potential challenge associated with the
implementation of the new Mineral Policy in
Himachal Pradesh is:

O A significant increase in the demand for skilled labor in
the mining sector.

O Lack of public awareness about the benefits of sustainable
mining practices.

O The presence of a robust legal framework to regulate mining
activities.

O An abundance of readily available technological solutions
for monitoring.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

The introduction of an online portal as part of
the new Mineral Policy in Himachal Pradesh 1is
likely to contribute to:

O Increased deforestation in areas with mineral deposits.

O Improved real-time monitoring of mining activities.



O A decline in the overall revenue generated from the mining
sector.

O A rise in the number of accidents occurring at mining sites.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

The new Mineral Policy of Himachal Pradesh has
been criticized for proposing to:

O Offer tax benefits to companies engaged in legal mining
operations.

O Provide financial assistance for the rehabilitation of
abandoned mining sites.

O Increase the permissible depth of mineral extraction from
riverbeds.

O Encourage community participation in the decision-making
process for mining projects.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

A key feature of Himachal Pradesh's new Mineral
Policy 2024 aimed at curbing illegal mining
activities is:

O Reduced depth limit for mineral extraction from riverbeds.
O Increased focus on transparency in allocating mining leases.
O Encouragement of unregulated small-scale mining operations.

O Relaxation of environmental impact assessment procedures.
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Question 1:

The government of Himachal Pradesh has recently
introduced a new Mineral Policy for the year



2024. Discuss the key features of this policy
and analyze its potential impact on curbing
illegal mining and boosting revenue generation
in the state. (250 words)

Model Answer:

Key features of the new Mineral Policy:

= Stricter Regulations: The policy proposes stricter
regulations for obtaining mining permits and
increased monitoring of activities, potentially
using technology like drones.

= Boosting Transparency: The policy focuses on
promoting transparency in allocation of mining
leases and streamlining procedures to reduce
opportunities for corruption.

= Sustainability Focus: It advocates for sustainable
mining practices, minimizing environmental impact,
proper waste management, and land reclamation.

» Increased Depth of Extraction: A controversial
aspect is the permission to extract minerals from
riverbeds up to 2 meters deep (previously 1
meter), raising environmental concerns.

= Incentivizing Legal Extraction: The policy aims to
incentivize legitimate operations by simplifying
procedures and potentially offering tax benefits.

= Online Portal Integration: A crucial addition 1is
an online portal to streamline permit
applications, enhance transparency, and facilitate
real-time monitoring.

Potential Impact:



= Curbing Illegal Mining: Stricter regulations,
better monitoring, and transparency can deter
illegal activities. The online portal can further
improve monitoring and data collection.

» Boosting Revenue Generation: Legal mining with
proper royalty payments can increase revenue for

the state. Simplifying procedures and
incentivizing 1legal operations can encourage
participation.

However, challenges remain:

» Effective Implementation: Strong enforcement
mechanisms are crucial for the success of the
policy.

= Balancing Revenue and Environment: Sustainable
practices must be prioritized, especially with
increased riverbed extraction depth.

= Livelihood Concerns: A sudden crackdown on illegal
mining could affect livelihoods. Alternative
employment opportunities need to be explored.

Question 2:

Discuss the potential benefits and challenges
associated with the integration of an online
portal for regulating mining activities 1in
Himachal Pradesh’s new Mineral Policy. (250
words)



Model Answer:

Benefits of the Online Portal:

Simplified Procedures: The online platform can
ease permit applications, approvals, and renewals,
improving user experience for legitimate miners.
Enhanced Transparency: The portal can create a
transparent system for allocating mining leases
and tracking activities, reducing corruption and
promoting accountability.

Real-time Monitoring: Integration with GPS
tracking and satellite imagery can offer real-time
monitoring of mining sites, aiding in identifying
and addressing illegal activities.

Improved Data Management: The portal can serve as
a centralized repository for mining data,
facilitating informed decision-making and policy
planning.

Challenges of the Online Portal:

Conclusion:

»Digital Divide: Bridging the digital divide in

rural areas is crucial to ensure accessibility and
user participation. Training and support might be
required.

Cybersecurity: Robust cybersecurity measures must
be implemented to protect sensitive data within
the online portal.

» Effective Implementation: Capacity building for

relevant departments is essential to utilize the
online portal effectively for monitoring and data
analysis.

= The online portal, if implemented effectively, can



be a valuable tool for streamlining mining
activities and promoting transparency. However,
addressing the digital divide and cybersecurity
concerns 1is crucial for its success.
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and writing style. Good luck with your preparation!
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Himachal HPAS Prelims:

- HPAS Prelims (General Studies Paper-I)Economy
and Infrastructure Development: You might
encounter a question related to the state’s
mineral resources and their contribution to the
economy. Here, you could briefly mention the
new policy’s potential to boost revenue
generation through regulated mining.

Himachal HPAS Mains:

= Governance: In a question on promoting good
governance or tackling corruption, you could
discuss the new policy’s emphasis on
transparency in mining lease allocation as a
positive step.

Environment and Ecology: If the question
touches upon environmental concerns in Himachal
Pradesh, you could mention the policy and the
challenges associated with balancing revenue
generation and environmental protection,
particularly regarding increased riverbed
extraction depth.

»Disaster Management: The environmental
consequences of illegal mining, like landslides
or water pollution, could be linked to a
question on disaster management strategies in
the state.

= Optional Subjects: If you choose an optional
subject related to Public Administration,
Environment & Ecology, or Geography, a deeper
understanding of the policy’s objectives,
challenges, and potential environmental impacts
would be beneficial.
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