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Summary: 
 

Cultural Diplomacy at BRICS Summit: PM Modi
showcased India’s cultural heritage by gifting
indigenous art forms like Jharkhand’s Sohrai
painting,  Maharashtra’s  Mother  of  Pearl  Sea
Shell Vase, and Warli Painting at the BRICS
Summit in Kazan, Russia.

Sohrai  Painting:  This  tribal  art  from
Jharkhand, linked to the Sohrai festival, uses
natural pigments and depicts agrarian life and
nature.  It  symbolizes  social  unity  and
indigenous  identity.

Mother of Pearl Sea Shell Vase: Originating



from  Maharashtra,  this  art  form  involves
intricate  inlay  work  using  marine  mollusk
shells, reflecting craftsmanship and aesthetic
sophistication.

Warli  Painting:  An  ancient  tribal  art  from
Maharashtra,  Warli  painting  uses  simple
geometric  shapes  to  depict  daily  life  and
rituals,  emphasizing  community  living  and
harmony with nature.

 

 

What is the news?
 

During the recent BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi offered gifts that
reflect  the  diversity  and  cultural  heritage  of
India’s traditional art forms.

These gifts—including Jharkhand’s Sohrai painting
and Maharashtra’s Mother of Pearl Sea Shell Vase
and  Warli  Painting—represent  India’s  vast
artisanal  history  and  cultural  identity.  By
selecting  these  pieces,  PM  Modi  showcased  the
country’s dedication to preserving its indigenous
arts,  highlighting  their  global  value  and
relevance.

 



In Detail:
 

Sohrai  Painting  from
Jharkhand
 

By presenting this artwork to Russian President
Vladimir Putin, India underscored the importance
of preserving its tribal art forms and highlighted
the  cultural  heritage  of  Jharkhand  on  an
international stage.
 

Sohrai painting, a unique and vibrant tribal art
form from Jharkhand, particularly the Hazaribagh
district, has rich cultural roots tied to agrarian
celebrations  and  tribal  traditions.  It  is
celebrated for its connection to nature and the
agricultural lifestyle of the Kurmi, Oraon, and
other indigenous communities in the region. Here’s
an  in-depth  look  at  the  origins,  techniques,
cultural significance, and contemporary relevance
of  Sohrai  painting,  with  insights  from  recent
studies and historical records.

 



 

Origins and Cultural Context
 

Sohrai  painting  is  traditionally  linked  to  the
Sohrai festival, which marks the harvest season,
celebrated  in  autumn  (generally  around  Diwali).
This festival is a time of gratitude and festivity
when the community collectively gives thanks for
agricultural prosperity. As a tribute to nature
and harvests, these paintings adorn the mud walls
of tribal homes and village spaces, symbolizing
protection and well-being.
Historically, Sohrai has also been practiced by
women in tribal communities, making it a gendered
art form passed from mothers to daughters. The art
form is now recognized under initiatives like the
One District One Product (ODOP) for its cultural
uniqueness  and  is  celebrated  globally  for  its



distinct style and cultural value.

 

Style and Techniques
 

Sohrai painting uses natural pigments derived from
clay, minerals, and plant-based colors, creating
earthy, organic tones. The technique is notable
for its sustainable approach, as it uses naturally
available resources and handmade tools. Here’s a
breakdown of its key stylistic elements:

 

Materials and Pigments:
 

Colors  are  extracted  from  the  surrounding
environment: red clay for red, charred wood or
coal for black, white clay for white, and leaves
and flowers for green or yellow tones.

This  natural  palette  gives  Sohrai  art  its
signature  earthy  look,  emphasizing  a  deep
connection  with  nature.

 

Subjects and Motifs:
 

The motifs often include cattle, animals, birds,
plants,  and  floral  patterns,  symbolizing
fertility, harmony, and reverence for the natural
world.  The  recurrent  depiction  of  cattle



highlights  their  significance  in  rural  agrarian
life.

The  art  also  incorporates  geometric  patterns,
fertility  symbols,  and  intricate  linear  designs
that represent unity, growth, and prosperity.

 

Techniques:
 

Artists  use  brushes  made  from  natural  fibers,
often fashioned from twigs or rice husk, to apply
the pigments.
The  process  typically  involves  layering  colors,
starting with a base layer and then adding motifs
in contrasting colors to create depth and detail.

 

Patterns and Details:
Sohrai  paintings  are  characterized  by  their
geometric  patterns,  symmetry,  and  repetitive
designs,  giving  a  rhythmic  quality  to  the
compositions.  Circles,  triangles,  and  dots  are
frequently  used,  symbolizing  life  cycles,
fertility,  and  the  cosmos.

 

Cultural and Social Significance
Beyond  its  visual  appeal,  Sohrai  painting  is
deeply  embedded  in  community  life  and  social
rituals.  It  is  not  merely  an  art  form  but  a
community  activity  where  women  come  together,
share  knowledge,  and  celebrate  their  shared



heritage.

 

Sohrai  serves  multiple  functions  in
tribal communities:
 

Symbol of Social Unity: Since the art is created
collectively, it promotes a sense of unity and
reinforces community bonds.
Expression  of  Indigenous  Identity:  Sohrai  art
reinforces tribal identity and provides a means of
preserving tribal history, culture, and values.
Spiritual Significance: By decorating homes with
symbols  of  nature,  Sohrai  artists  express  a
harmonious  relationship  with  the  earth,  marking
important  seasonal  cycles  and  agricultural
prosperity.

 

Through the international promotion of Sohrai art, such as at
global  summits  like  BRICS,  India  showcases  the  cultural
richness of its indigenous communities, preserving traditional
practices  and  introducing  the  world  to  the  aesthetic  and
philosophical depth of tribal art.

Modern-Day Relevance and Revival
 

In  recent  years,  initiatives  by  government  and
non-government  organizations  have  sought  to
preserve and promote Sohrai painting, especially
as  industrialization  and  urbanization  threaten
traditional  lifestyles.  The  One  District  One



Product  (ODOP)  initiative  includes  Sohrai  art
under its wing, emphasizing sustainable economic
development and providing artisans with a platform
to gain recognition and financial support.

 

Contemporary artists have also adapted Sohrai techniques for
various media, bringing it into urban settings and global
exhibitions. This modern-day revival has helped:

Increase the visibility of tribal art forms in
India and globally.
Provide  income  opportunities  for  rural  women
artisans.
Educate younger generations about their cultural
heritage, ensuring continuity of the craft.

 

Challenges and Future Prospects

Despite efforts to preserve it, Sohrai painting
faces challenges:
 

Erosion  of  Tradition:  As  younger  generations
migrate  to  urban  areas,  fewer  individuals  are
learning the traditional methods.
Commercialization Risks: While demand for tribal
art  is  rising,  commercialization  risks  diluting
the cultural meaning and authenticity of Sohrai.
To sustain this art form, initiatives are needed
to  balance  preservation  with  modernization,
ensuring that the art remains true to its roots
while adapting to contemporary platforms.

 



Cultural Significance

Beyond its aesthetic appeal, Sohrai serves as a
community activity, fostering unity and continuity
among tribal groups. By presenting this artwork to
Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin,  India
underscored  the  importance  of  preserving  its
tribal  art  forms  and  highlighted  the  cultural
heritage of Jharkhand on an international stage.

 

 

Mother  of  Pearl  Sea  Shell
Vase from Maharashtra
 

The  Mother  of  Pearl  vase  symbolizes  India’s
dedication  to  craftsmanship  and  aesthetic
sophistication. By gifting it to the President of
Iran, PM Modi highlighted India’s ability to blend
traditional artistry with intricate craftsmanship,
promoting India’s artistic heritage on a global
stage.

 



 

Historical  and  Cultural  Background  of
Mother of Pearl Art
 

Mother of Pearl (MOP) inlay has historical roots
tied  to  India’s  coastal  regions,  particularly
Maharashtra. Its earliest uses date back centuries
when artisans recognized the beauty and resilience
of marine mollusk shells. These shells, featuring
layers of nacre (Mother of Pearl), have been used
to  create  decorative  objects,  functional  items,
and jewelry, especially for royal households.
In Maharashtra, the MOP craft has evolved into a
well-defined  art  form,  blending  indigenous
techniques  with  influences  from  ancient  trade
routes that introduced similar crafts from Persia,
the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. Maharashtra’s
connection to the sea provided access to these



shells,  enabling  a  flourishing  local  craft
tradition  centered  around  luxury  and  beauty.

 

Artistic  Characteristics  and  Techniques
of Mother of Pearl Inlay
 

The Mother of Pearl Sea Shell Vase is renowned for
its  elaborate  detailing  and  radiant  finish,
reflecting  the  artisans’  skill  and  meticulous
approach.

 

Materials and Color:
 

The vase is made from the inner layers of marine
mollusks, creating a pearly, reflective surface.
The color and luster vary with the species of
mollusk, from creamy whites to iridescent blues
and pinks, giving each piece a unique character.
The Mother of Pearl’s natural shine is preserved
through  careful  extraction  and  polishing
techniques  that  highlight  the  material’s
iridescence.

 

Crafting Techniques:
 

Cutting and Shaping: Artisans start by selecting
and  cutting  Mother  of  Pearl  fragments  into
delicate pieces. This involves shaping the shell



to  specific  designs  or  motifs,  which  requires
precision and skill.

Embedding and Polishing: The cut pieces are set
meticulously into patterns on surfaces like metal
or  wood.  In  the  case  of  vases,  each  piece  is
embedded to form a cohesive, flowing design that
elevates the vase’s aesthetic value.

Finishing Touches: Finally, the entire structure
is polished, ensuring that each inlaid fragment
shines in unison. This phase enhances the vase’s
radiance, making it a visually stunning work of
art.

 

Motifs and Patterns:
Common  designs  include  floral  and  geometric
patterns,  symbolizing  Maharashtra’s  natural
landscape and the artisans’ skillful use of local
resources.  These  motifs  often  reflect  cultural
themes or symbolic elements, such as prosperity,
harmony, and protection.

 

Cultural  Significance  of  the  Mother  of
Pearl Sea Shell Vase

The Mother of Pearl Vase is more than a decorative
object; it is a testament to India’s dedication to
preserving traditional art forms that embody the
country’s coastal heritage and artistic elegance.

 



Symbol of Maharashtra’s Craftsmanship:
This  art  form  is  an  important  cultural  asset,
showcasing  the  artisans’  unique  skill  in
transforming natural resources into intricate and
luxurious pieces. Maharashtra’s craft traditions
reflect the relationship between people and their
natural surroundings, and the Mother of Pearl vase
symbolizes this connection.

 

Economic Impact:
The  revival  and  promotion  of  MOP  crafts  have
created  sustainable  economic  opportunities  for
local  artisans,  particularly  in  coastal  areas
where  the  industry  has  flourished.  As  part  of
India’s cultural exports, items like the Mother of
Pearl Vase also serve as significant sources of
income  for  rural  artisans,  promoting  self-
sufficiency  and  economic  resilience.

 

Promoting India’s Artisanal Heritage on a
Global Stage:

By gifting the Mother of Pearl Sea Shell Vase to
international  leaders,  India  not  only  showcases
its  artisans’  talent  but  also  promotes  the
appreciation  of  traditional  art  forms  globally.
This gesture highlights the global relevance and
value  of  India’s  cultural  heritage,  fostering
deeper cultural connections and mutual respect.

 



Contemporary  Relevance  and  Revival  of
Mother of Pearl Art

As  modern  consumers  and  art  enthusiasts  seek
traditional, sustainable products, the MOP inlay
art has gained newfound attention in India and
abroad. In recent years, government and non-profit
organizations have initiated preservation efforts
to protect this craft and create more avenues for
artisans.

 

One  District  One  Product  (ODOP)
Initiative:

The Mother of Pearl craft is included under ODOP
initiatives  aimed  at  promoting  region-specific
products. These efforts ensure that local artisans
receive  recognition,  training,  and  economic
support to sustain and grow their craft.

 

International Market Demand:
The global demand for authentic, handcrafted items
has led to increased interest in MOP inlay art.
This  demand  helps  bolster  the  rural  economy,
bringing Maharashtra’s coastal artistry to global
markets and integrating traditional practices with
contemporary design trends.

 

Cultural Tourism and Heritage Promotion:
Tourists visiting Maharashtra are often drawn to



its artisanal crafts, providing additional revenue
and helping to maintain interest in preserving the
art form. Efforts to promote cultural tourism have
also  led  to  educational  programs  on  Mother  of
Pearl  art,  ensuring  its  continuity  and  passing
down through generations.

 

Challenges and Prospects
 

Despite  the  renewed  interest,  Mother  of  Pearl
artistry faces several challenges:
 

Scarcity of Raw Materials: Marine mollusks, the
source  of  MOP,  are  affected  by  environmental
factors  and  regulations,  impacting  the
availability  of  raw  materials.
Artisan Migration: Younger generations are often
drawn  to  urban  jobs,  leading  to  a  decline  in
traditional  artisanal  skills  in  coastal
communities.
Future  prospects  for  the  MOP  craft  lie  in
sustainable  practices,  such  as  eco-friendly
sourcing and digitized design training, which can
help artisans adapt to modern market demands while
preserving the core elements of their craft.

 

Cultural Significance
 

The  Mother  of  Pearl  vase  symbolizes  India’s
dedication  to  craftsmanship  and  aesthetic



sophistication. By gifting it to the President of
Iran, PM Modi highlighted India’s ability to blend
traditional artistry with intricate craftsmanship,
promoting India’s artistic heritage on a global
stage.

 

Warli  Painting  from
Maharashtra:  An  Icon  of
India’s  Tribal  Heritage  and
Cultural Identity
 

Warli painting serves as a visual record of the Warli
tribe’s  culture,  values,  and  sustainable  living
practices. By gifting a Warli painting to the President
of  Uzbekistan,  India  reinforced  its  commitment  to
promoting indigenous culture and highlighted the values
of community living and harmony with nature.

 

Introduction Warli painting, one of India’s most
ancient tribal art forms, has roots tracing back
to 2500-3000 BCE. Practiced predominantly by the
Warli tribe in Maharashtra’s Dahanu, Talasari, and
Palghar regions, Warli art reflects the tribe’s
connection  to  nature,  community  life,  and
spiritual beliefs. Recognized for its simple, yet
deeply  symbolic  designs,  Warli  painting  has
transitioned  from  decorating  village  walls  to
gracing canvases, enabling global appreciation and
helping the art reach modern audiences.



 

 

Origins  and  Cultural  Significance  of
Warli Art
 

Historical Roots:
 

Warli art originated in the Sahyadri ranges of
Maharashtra  and  was  primarily  practiced  by  the
Warli community. The term “Warli” is derived from
“warla,” which means a piece of land in Marathi,
symbolizing the tribe’s agrarian lifestyle.
Traditionally, Warli paintings were created during
festivals,  harvest  celebrations,  and  weddings,
serving as visual records of the tribe’s cultural



expressions,  beliefs,  and  environment-centric
worldview.

 

Spiritual and Cultural Importance:
 

Warli art is more than an aesthetic pursuit; it
has  deep  cultural  and  spiritual  significance.
Paintings often depict deities like Palghat, the
goddess  of  fertility,  who  is  considered  the
protector  of  crops.

The art celebrates life, representing a holistic
view where humans, animals, and nature coexist in
harmony.  It  also  acts  as  a  community  bonding
activity,  where  women  gather  to  create  these
paintings,  passing  down  techniques  and  stories
through generations.

 

Recognition and Preservation:
 

Today,  Warli  painting  is  recognized  under
initiatives like One District One Product (ODOP)
for  its  unique  cultural  contribution  and  is
supported  by  government  and  non-profit
organizations  to  protect  and  promote  this
heritage.

 

Style  and  Characteristics  of  Warli



Painting
 

Distinctive Elements:

Warli paintings are created using simple shapes –
circles,  triangles,  and  squares  –  to  represent
various aspects of nature and everyday life.
Circles  symbolize  the  sun  and  moon,  triangles
represent mountains and trees, and squares denote
sacred enclosures or places of worship.
These forms are arranged to depict scenes of daily
activities, from hunting and dancing to farming,
ritual gatherings, and festivals.

 

Techniques and Materials:

Traditionally, Warli art is created on red ochre
or mud plastered walls using white pigment made
from  rice  paste.  Twigs  are  used  as  brushes,
emphasizing the natural materials available to the
Warli community.
Modern  adaptations  of  Warli  art  have  moved  to
cloth and paper as a canvas, while still retaining
the essence of the traditional forms.

 

Composition and Rhythm:
 

Warli art is notable for its rhythmic compositions
and intricate detail despite its simple geometric
forms.  Figures  are  often  arranged  in  a  radial
pattern  around  central  themes  or  deities,
symbolizing  the  cyclic  nature  of  life.



Stick-like figures, formed by two triangles joined
at a single point, convey movement, energy, and a
sense  of  community  that  is  central  to  Warli
storytelling.

 

Themes and Symbolism in Warli Painting
 

Celebration of Daily Life:

Warli paintings predominantly depict daily scenes
such as farming, fishing, cooking, hunting, and
tribal  dances.  These  motifs  represent  the
lifestyle  and  social  structure  of  the  Warli
people.
Through these scenes, the tribe conveys the value
of community living, hard work, and respect for
nature.

 

Depiction of Community and Rituals:

Warli  paintings  often  include  rituals  and
festivals significant to the tribe’s traditions.
Scenes of Tarpa dance – a traditional folk dance
performed during harvest season – are frequently
depicted,  with  dancers  encircling  a  central
musician,  symbolizing  unity  and  the  joy  of
community  gatherings.

Additionally,  wedding  rituals  and  agricultural
celebrations are common themes, showcasing Warli
art’s  role  in  preserving  oral  traditions  and
tribal customs.

 



Natural  Symbols  and  Environmental
Connection:
 

Warli  art’s  frequent  depiction  of  natural
elements,  like  trees,  animals,  and  birds,
illustrates  the  tribe’s  respect  for  the
environment. By including these symbols, Warli art
captures the tribe’s deep relationship with their
surroundings, underscoring sustainable living and
harmony with nature.

 

Contemporary Relevance and Adaptations of
Warli Art
 

Global Appeal and Commercialization:

Warli  art’s  simple  yet  striking  style  has
attracted attention from artists, designers, and
collectors worldwide. Modern renditions of Warli
art  appear  on  clothing,  accessories,  and  home
decor  items,  bringing  the  art  form  to  an
international  audience.

Warli art has also inspired contemporary Indian
artists, who adapt its themes for new media and
global  markets  while  ensuring  the  art’s
traditional  essence  remains  intact.

 

Government  Initiatives  and  Preservation



Efforts:
 

Under programs like the One District One Product
(ODOP) initiative, the government supports Warli
art as an essential cultural asset of Maharashtra,
offering  financial  assistance,  training,  and
market access for artisans.

Additionally, NGOs and cultural organizations work
towards  preserving  Warli  art  by  teaching  young
tribal artisans and raising awareness about the
importance of indigenous art forms.

 

Challenges in Preservation:
 

Warli  painting  faces  challenges  due  to  the
migration  of  younger  generations  to  cities,
seeking  modern  occupations  over  traditional
crafts.  However,  initiatives  that  bridge
traditional  art  forms  with  market  demand  can
ensure its preservation for future generations.

 

Warli Art in India’s Cultural Diplomacy
 

Promoting India’s Indigenous Art on International
Platforms:
 

By gifting Warli paintings to foreign dignitaries,



India highlights its diverse cultural heritage and
underscores the value of sustainable, traditional
crafts.

Warli  art  exemplifies  India’s  emphasis  on  eco-
friendly,  indigenous  art  forms,  presenting  the
country’s cultural identity as rooted in harmony
with nature.

 

Showcasing  India’s  One  District  One
Product (ODOP) Initiative:
 

Warli painting serves as a representation of ODOP,
illustrating India’s commitment to preserving and
promoting regional art forms. The initiative not
only celebrates India’s unique artisanal products
but also supports economic opportunities for rural
artisans.

 

Cultural Significance
Warli painting serves as a visual record of the
Warli  tribe’s  culture,  values,  and  sustainable
living practices. By gifting a Warli painting to
the President of Uzbekistan, India reinforced its
commitment  to  promoting  indigenous  culture  and
highlighted  the  values  of  community  living  and
harmony with nature.

 



India’s  Commitment  to  Preserving
Indigenous Art
 

These unique gifts reflect India’s dedication to
preserving its indigenous arts and sharing them
with the world. The BRICS Summit provided an ideal
platform for PM Modi to introduce global leaders
to  India’s  One  District  One  Product  (ODOP)
initiative,  which  supports  rural  artisans  by
fostering  sustainable  economic  development.  By
showcasing  these  traditional  art  forms,  India
celebrated its cultural diversity and strengthened
diplomatic  relationships,  positioning  cultural
heritage as a bridge between nations.

 

About Kazan , Russia:

Location and Geographic Overview
 

Coordinates:  Kazan  is  located  at  55.8304°  N
latitude and 49.0661° E longitude.
Region: Kazan is the capital city of the Republic
of Tatarstan, situated in the European part of
Russia. It lies at the confluence of the Volga and
Kazanka Rivers.
Elevation: The city is relatively flat, with an
average elevation of around 116 meters above sea
level, though some areas rise up to 200 meters.



2. Climate
 

Type:  Kazan  has  a  humid  continental  climate
(Köppen  Climate  Classification:  Dfb),
characterized  by  distinct  seasons.
Temperature:  Winters  are  cold  and  long,  with
temperatures  often  falling  below  -10°C  (14°F),
while summers are warm and moderately humid, with
average July temperatures around 20°C (68°F).
Precipitation:  Kazan  receives  moderate
precipitation  throughout  the  year,  averaging
around 563 mm annually. Rainfall peaks in summer,
while snowfall is frequent in winter.

3. Topography and Natural Environment
 

River Systems: The Volga River, Europe’s longest
river,  flows  near  Kazan,  contributing
significantly to the city’s transport and economic
activities. The Kazanka River, a tributary of the
Volga, divides the city into distinct districts.
Vegetation: Kazan’s vegetation includes temperate
forests with a mix of deciduous and coniferous
species, though much of the natural landscape has
been  urbanized.  Parks  and  protected  areas
contribute  to  maintaining  biodiversity.
Natural  Resources:  Tatarstan,  the  region  where
Kazan is located, is known for its rich reserves
of oil. The natural resources support the local
economy, although Kazan itself has developed into
a cultural and technological hub.

 



4. Historical Significance
 

Founding: Kazan was founded around 1005, making it
one of Russia’s oldest cities. It became a major
trade and cultural center under the rule of the
Volga Bulgars and, later, the Kazan Khanate.
Conquest by Ivan the Terrible: In 1552, Tsar Ivan
IV  (Ivan  the  Terrible)  conquered  Kazan,
integrating  it  into  the  Russian  Empire.  This
conquest marked a significant expansion of Russia
and led to the construction of the Kazan Kremlin,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Role in Tatar Identity: Kazan has long been a
center of Tatar culture and identity. The city is
known for its unique blend of Tatar and Russian
influences,  and  it  is  recognized  for  religious
tolerance,  housing  both  mosques  and  Orthodox
churches.

 

5. Economic Profile
Industrial Hub: Kazan is a major industrial center
in Russia. Key industries include oil refining,
chemicals, engineering, automotive manufacturing,
and aircraft production.
Technology  and  Innovation:  The  city  has  gained
recognition as an IT and innovation hub. It hosts
Innopolis,  Russia’s  only  city  dedicated  to  IT,
with  a  focus  on  fostering  innovation  and
technology-driven  education.
Tourism: Due to its rich cultural heritage, Kazan
is  a  prominent  tourist  destination,  attracting
visitors  with  its  architectural  landmarks,
historical  sites,  and  sports  facilities.



 

6. Cultural and Educational Importance
 

Cultural Diversity: Kazan is a cultural melting
pot, with a harmonious blend of Tatar and Russian
cultures.  This  diversity  is  reflected  in  its
architecture, language, festivals, and cuisine.

 

Key Landmarks:
Kazan Kremlin: A historic citadel and UNESCO World
Heritage  Site,  the  Kremlin  houses  notable
structures such as the Qolşärif Mosque and the
Annunciation Cathedral.
Kul Sharif Mosque: One of Russia’s largest mosques
and  a  symbol  of  Tatar  culture  and  Islamic
heritage.
Temple of All Religions: A unique architectural
complex symbolizing religious tolerance.
Educational  Institutions:  Kazan  Federal
University,  one  of  the  oldest  universities  in
Russia,  is  a  leading  center  for  research  and
higher  education,  contributing  to  the  city’s
reputation as an academic hub.

 

7. Transport and Connectivity
 

Airports: Kazan International Airport connects the
city  to  major  Russian  cities  and  international
destinations.



Railways:  Kazan  has  robust  rail  connections  to
Moscow  and  other  Russian  cities,  as  well  as
connections  to  Siberian  and  European  routes.
Waterways:  The  Volga  River  allows  for
transportation and trade, connecting Kazan to the
Caspian and Baltic Seas via a network of river
routes.

 

8. Geopolitical Relevance
 

BRICS  and  International  Relations:  Kazan  has
gained  international  prominence  as  a  venue  for
global summits, including the BRICS events, which
highlight its role in Russia’s cultural diplomacy.
Multiethnic  Harmony:  The  city  is  a  model  for
multiethnic and multireligious coexistence, often
promoted in Russia’s geopolitical image.

 

9. Recent Developments and Urbanization
 

Innopolis:  Established  near  Kazan,  Innopolis  is
Russia’s first IT city, attracting tech startups
and international investors.
2024 BRICS Summit: Kazan hosted BRICS delegations,
underscoring  its  importance  as  a  cultural  and
economic  bridge  in  Russia’s  interactions  with
Brazil, India, China, and South Africa.
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Category: Himachal General Knowledge

How did PM Modi’s presentation of indigenous art
forms at the BRICS Summit contribute to India’s
cultural diplomacy?

 By focusing solely on contemporary art

 By undermining traditional art forms

 By highlighting India's cultural diversity and strengthening
diplomatic relationships

 By promoting only urban art forms
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Category: General Studies

Which of the following best describes the
technique used in creating Sohrai paintings?

 Oil paints on canvas

 Acrylic paints on wood

 Natural pigments derived from clay, minerals, and plants

 Watercolors on paper
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Category: General Studies

The Mother of Pearl Sea Shell Vase gifted to the
President of Iran signifies which aspect of
India's cultural diplomacy?

 Emphasis on urban art forms

 Commitment to modern art

 Celebration  of  traditional  craftsmanship  and  aesthetic
sophistication

 Promotion of industrial manufacturing
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Category: General Studies

What initiative is recognized for promoting the
Sohrai painting from Jharkhand, highlighting its
cultural uniqueness?

 Make in India

 One District One Product (ODOP)

 Skill India

 Digital India
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Category: General Studies

Warli painting serves as a visual record of which
of the following aspects of the Warli tribe’s



culture?

 Technological advancements in agriculture

 Urbanization and its impact on rural life

 Community life and sustainable living practices

 Historical battles and conquests
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Mains Questions:



Question 1:

Discuss  the  significance  of  indigenous  art
forms like Sohrai, Warli, and Mother of Pearl
in India’s cultural diplomacy at international
platforms like the BRICS Summit. How do these
art forms contribute to the global perception
of India’s cultural heritage?(Word Limit: 250)

 

Model Answer:
 

Indigenous art forms such as Sohrai, Warli, and Mother of
Pearl  play  a  crucial  role  in  India’s  cultural  diplomacy,
particularly in platforms like the BRICS Summit. These art
forms are not just aesthetic expressions but also embody the
history, traditions, and values of Indian communities.

Cultural Representation: Each of these art forms
represents  the  unique  cultural  identity  of
specific regions in India. For instance, Sohrai
painting reflects the agrarian lifestyle and the
connection  of  the  Kurmi  and  Oraon  tribes  to



nature, while Warli art narrates the daily lives
of the Warli tribe through simple yet profound
visuals.  The  Mother  of  Pearl  inlay  art  from
Maharashtra showcases exquisite craftsmanship that
has  historical  roots  in  coastal  traditions.  By
presenting these art forms, PM Modi effectively
highlights the rich tapestry of India’s cultural
diversity.
Promotion of Sustainable Development: The gifting
of  these  traditional  crafts  underlines  India’s
commitment to preserving indigenous cultures while
promoting  sustainable  economic  development.  The
One  District  One  Product  (ODOP)  initiative
supports local artisans, ensuring that these art
forms thrive economically. This approach not only
empowers rural communities but also projects India
as a nation that values its artisans and cultural
heritage.
Strengthening Diplomatic Ties: Art has the power
to transcend language and political barriers. By
gifting these traditional artworks to leaders at
the  BRICS  Summit,  India  strengthens  diplomatic
relationships, positioning cultural heritage as a
bridge  between  nations.  This  gesture  showcases
India’s soft power, enhancing its global image as
a  nation  that  respects  and  promotes  cultural
diversity.
Global  Awareness  and  Appreciation:  Presenting
indigenous  art  forms  on  an  international  stage
raises  global  awareness  about  India’s  rich
cultural heritage. It encourages foreign nations
to appreciate the artistic skills and narratives
embedded  in  these  crafts.  Such  recognition  can
lead to increased interest in Indian art, tourism,
and  cultural  exchanges,  further  solidifying
India’s place in the global cultural arena.



 

In conclusion, the inclusion of Sohrai, Warli, and Mother of
Pearl in India’s cultural diplomacy at the BRICS Summit serves
to highlight not only the artistic richness of India but also
its  commitment  to  sustainable  development,  community
empowerment,  and  global  cultural  engagement.

 

Question 2:

Analyze  the  role  of  the  One  District  One
Product  (ODOP)  initiative  in  preserving
indigenous art forms in India. How can this
initiative enhance the socio-economic status of
rural artisans?(Word Limit: 250)

 

Model Answer:
 

The  One  District  One  Product  (ODOP)  initiative  plays  a
significant role in preserving indigenous art forms in India,
offering a structured approach to promote traditional crafts
while enhancing the socio-economic status of rural artisans.

Focused Promotion of Traditional Crafts: ODOP aims
to identify and promote one traditional product
per district, ensuring that indigenous art forms
receive the attention and support they deserve. By
spotlighting  specific  crafts,  such  as  Sohrai
painting or Warli art, the initiative helps in
maintaining  and  reviving  traditional  techniques



that  may  be  at  risk  of  fading  away  due  to
modernization and urbanization.
Market Access and Economic Empowerment: By linking
these traditional crafts to a broader market, ODOP
enables artisans to gain access to larger consumer
bases, both domestically and internationally. This
connection can lead to increased sales, providing
artisans  with  a  sustainable  income  source.
Economic  empowerment  through  craft  sales  can
uplift  entire  communities,  improving  living
standards and promoting self-reliance.
Skill  Development  and  Capacity  Building:  The
initiative often includes training programs aimed
at  enhancing  artisans’  skills  in  both
craftsmanship and entrepreneurship. Such capacity
building enables artisans to innovate and adapt
their products to changing market demands while
retaining  their  traditional  essence.  Improved
skills can lead to higher-quality products that
attract better prices.
Cultural Preservation and Identity: By promoting
indigenous art forms, ODOP helps in preserving the
cultural identity of different regions. Artisans
are  encouraged  to  maintain  their  traditional
practices  while  also  being  introduced  to
contemporary  trends,  thereby  creating  a  fusion
that  appeals  to  modern  consumers  without
compromising  authenticity.  This  preservation  of
culture fosters a sense of pride among artisans
and their communities.
Strengthening  Rural  Economy:  As  rural  artisans
flourish,  the  local  economy  benefits.  The
initiative  contributes  to  job  creation,  reduces
migration to urban areas, and stimulates related
sectors  such  as  tourism,  which  often  seeks
authentic  cultural  experiences.  A  vibrant  rural
economy enhances community resilience and reduces



dependence on external job markets.

 

In conclusion, the One District One Product initiative is
pivotal  in  preserving  India’s  indigenous  art  forms  and
enhancing  the  socio-economic  status  of  rural  artisans.  By
creating  a  structured  framework  for  promotion,  skill
development,  and  market  access,  ODOP  empowers  artisans,
fosters cultural pride, and contributes to sustainable rural
development.

 

Remember: These are just sample answers. It’s important to
further research and refine your responses based on your own
understanding  and  perspective.  Read  entire  UPSC  Current
Affairs.

Relevance  to  the   UPSC  Prelims  and
Mains  syllabus  under  the  following
topics:

 Prelims:
General Studies Paper I: Indian Heritage and
CultureThe syllabus includes questions related



to Indian culture, art forms, and heritage,
which  encompass  traditional  art  forms  like
Sohrai,  Warli,  and  Mother  of  Pearl.
Understanding these art forms is essential for
questions  about  the  diversity  of  Indian
culture.
Current  AffairsThe  Prelims  often  include
questions based on current events, particularly
those relevant to national and international
significance. Events like the BRICS Summit and
the initiatives taken by the Indian government
to promote indigenous art forms may be featured
in this section.

Mains:
 

General Studies Paper I: Indian Heritage and
CultureThis paper covers the salient aspects of
art forms and their importance in the context
of culture. Discussion of indigenous art forms,
their cultural significance, and contributions
to cultural diplomacy directly aligns with this
part of the syllabus.
General  Studies  Paper  II:  Governance,
Constitution,  Polity,  Social  Justice  and
International RelationsThe Mains exam evaluates
understanding  of  cultural  diplomacy,  soft
power, and international relations, especially
regarding how India engages with other nations
through  its  cultural  heritage.  The  role  of
initiatives  like  ODOP  in  promoting  social
justice and economic development for artisans
also fits here.
General  Studies  Paper  III:  Economic
DevelopmentThis paper involves issues related



to  economic  development,  sustainable
development, and the role of traditional crafts
in enhancing the economy of rural areas. The
relationship between cultural initiatives and
economic empowerment of artisans is a relevant
topic for discussion.
General Studies Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity,
and  AptitudeUnderstanding  the  ethical
implications of cultural preservation, the role
of art in society, and the responsibility of
the government and society towards indigenous
communities can be included in this paper.
Essay  PaperThe  significance  of  cultural
diplomacy and the preservation of indigenous
art  forms  could  serve  as  themes  for  essay
questions,  exploring  broader  themes  of
identity,  heritage,  and  globalization.

https://www.examlife.info/upsc_hindi/%e0%a4%ad%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%a4-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%80-%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%b8%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%83%e0%a4%a4%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%95-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%82%e0%a4%9f%e0%a4%a8%e0%a5%80/


https://www.examlife.info/quiz-ias/


UPSC

National Current Affairs
UPSC Quiz
Editorials
Mindmaps
E-Magazine
Free Mock Test
Prelims Test Series

यूपीएससी

राष्ट्रीय करेंट अफेयर्स
यूपीएससी प्रश्नोत्तरी
संपादकीय
माइंडस्मैप्स
ई-पत्िरका
फ्री मॉक टेस्ट
प्रीिलम्स टेस्ट सीरीज

Examlife Online Prelims Test Series
Enroll Now

Himachal HPAS

HP Current Affairs
HPAS Quiz
HP Editorials
HP Mindmaps
HPAS E Magazine
HPAS Free Mock Test
HPAS Prelims Test Series

https://www.examlife.info/current-affairs-ias/
https://www.examlife.info/quiz-ias/
https://www.examlife.info/project_category/ias-editorials/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc-hindi-news/
https://www.examlife.info/%e0%a4%a6%e0%a5%88%e0%a4%a8%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%95-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%9c%e0%a4%bc-upsc/
https://www.examlife.info/project_category/ias-editorials/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc/
https://www.examlife.info/hpas-current-affairs/
https://www.examlife.info/daily-quiz-himachal-hpas/
https://www.examlife.info/project_category/hpas-editorials/
https://www.examlife.info/himachal-hpas-concepts/
https://www.examlife.info/e-magazine-himachal-hpas/
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Himachal-HPAS-2023
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Himachal-Pradesh-Admin-Exam--HPAS--2021-by-Examlife


िहमाचल एचपीएएस

एचपी करेंट अफेयर्स
एचपीएएस प्रश्नोत्तरी
एचपी माइंडमैप्स
िहमाचल संपादकीय
एचपी ई-पत्िरका
एचपीएएस फ्री मॉक टेस्ट
एचपीएएस प्रीिलम्स टेस्ट सीरीज

Punjab PCS

Punjab Current Affairs
PPSC Quiz
Punjab Mindmaps
Punjab Editorial
Punjab E-Magazine
PPSC Free Mock Test
PPSC Prelims Test Series

Haryana HCS

Haryana Current Affairs
HCS Quiz
HCS Editorials
HCS Mindmaps
HCS E-Magazine
HCS Free Mock Test
HCS Prelims Test Series

हिरयाणा एचसीएस

हिरयाणा करेंट अफेयर्स
एचसीएस प्रश्नोत्तरी
एचसीएस संपादकीय
एचसीएस माइंडमैप्स

https://www.examlife.info/himachal-hpas-hindi/
https://www.examlife.info/%e0%a4%a6%e0%a5%88%e0%a4%a8%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%95-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%9c%e0%a4%bc-%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%ae%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%9a%e0%a4%b2-hpas/
https://www.examlife.info/himachal-hpas-concepts/
https://www.examlife.info/project_category/hpas-editorials/
https://www.examlife.info/e-magazine-himachal-hpas-hindi/
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/---------------2021
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Examlife-----------------------2021------------
https://www.examlife.info/punjab-pcs-current-affairs/
https://www.examlife.info/daily-quiz-punjab-pcs/
https://www.examlife.info/project_category/punjab-pcs-editorials/
https://www.examlife.info/e-magazine-punjab-pcs/
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Punjab-PCS-2020-Free-Mock-Test-by-Examlife
https://www.examlife.info/haryana-current-affairs/
https://www.examlife.info/regular-hcs/
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Haryana-HCS-2021-Free-Mock-Test
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Haryana-HCS-2021-Free-Mock-Test
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Haryana-HCS-2021-Free-Mock-Test
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Haryana-HCS-2021-Free-Mock-Test
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Haryana-Civil-Service-Exam--HCS--2021-by-Examlife
https://www.examlife.info/%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%af%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%a3%e0%a4%be-%e0%a4%95%e0%a4%b0%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%9f-%e0%a4%85%e0%a4%ab%e0%a5%87%e0%a4%af%e0%a4%b0%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b8/
https://www.examlife.info/%e0%a4%a6%e0%a5%88%e0%a4%a8%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%95-%e0%a4%95%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b5%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%9c%e0%a4%bc-%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%af%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%a3%e0%a4%be-hcs/
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/---------------2021---------------
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/---------------2021---------------


एचसीएस ई-पत्िरका
एचसीएस फ्री मॉक टेस्ट
एचसीएस प्रीिलम्स टेस्ट सीरीज

Useful Links

UPSC
यूपीएससी
Himachal HPAS
िहमाचल एच पी ए एस
Punjab PCS
Contact us
About us
Privacy Policy
Haryana HCS
हिरयाणा एचसीएस
CSAT
सीसैट

Social Media

https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/---------------2021---------------
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/---------------2021---------------
https://testseries.examlife.info/learn/Examlife-------------------------2021------------
https://www.examlife.info/upsc_study/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc-hindi-upsc/
https://www.examlife.info/himachal-hpas-2023/
https://www.examlife.info/%E0%A4%B9%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9A%E0%A4%B2-hpas-2023/
https://www.examlife.info/punjab-pcs-2020/
https://www.examlife.info/contact-us/
https://www.examlife.info/about-us-2/
https://www.examlife.info/privacy-policy/
https://www.examlife.info/haryana-hcs-2021/
https://www.examlife.info/%e0%a4%b9%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%bf%e0%a4%af%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%a3%e0%a4%be-hcs/
https://www.examlife.info/csat-english/
https://www.examlife.info/csat-hindi/
https://www.examlife.info/follow-on-social-media/


Examlife Online Prelims Test Series
Enroll Now

Punjab PCS Exam (Click Here)
Himachal HPAS Exam (Click Here)
िहमाचल एचपीएएस (Click Here)
UPSC Preparation (Click Here)
यूपीएससी की तैयारी (Click Here)

© 2024 www.examlife.info. All Rights Reserved.

https://www.examlife.info/punjab-pcs-2020/
https://www.examlife.info/himachal-hpas-2021
https://www.examlife.info/%E0%A4%B9%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9A%E0%A4%B2-hpas-2021/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc_study/
https://www.examlife.info/upsc-hindi-upsc/

