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Summary :

 Recent Developments: China’'s renaming of places
in Arunachal Pradesh intensifies the dispute,
challenging India’'s sovereignty.

» Historical Context: The India-China border
dispute stems from the ambiguous demarcation of
the McMahon Line and China’'s claim over Aksai
Chin.

= India’s Strategy: India counters with strategic
alliances, border infrastructure enhancement,
and regional cooperation to bolster its
position.

= Resolution Path: Peaceful resolution depends on
meaningful dialogue, strategic restraint, and
adherence to international norms.

What is the news?

The recent controversy surrounding China’'s
renaming of places in Arunachal Pradesh has cast a
spotlight on the ever-present India-China border
dispute, which India rejected stating that



assigning “invented” names does not alter the
reality that the state “is, has been, and will
always be” an integral part of India.

= This editorial delves deeper into the historical
context, analyzes the current situation, and
explores potential avenues for a peaceful
resolution.

A Legacy of Discord: Unresolved
Boundaries and Historical Baggage

» The roots of the India-China border dispute lie in
the ambiguity surrounding the demarcation of the
border. The McMahon Line, drawn by the British in
1914, defines India’s northeastern border with
China, but China has never formally accepted it.
Aksai Chin, a strategic region in the west, 1is
administered by China but claimed by India. This
lack of consensus has fueled mistrust and
occasional military standoffs, culminating in the
devastating 1962 Sino-Indian War.

China’s Assertive Actions: Ralsing the

Stakes

= China’'s recent move to rename places in Arunachal
Pradesh is a calculated attempt to strengthen its
claim on the territory. This unilateral action not
only disregards India’s position but also
undermines the fragile peace along the border. It



raises concerns about China’'s growing
assertiveness in the region and its potential to
trigger unintended consequences.

India’s Strategic Response: A
Multi-Pronged Approach

India 1is taking a comprehensive approach to
counter China’s actions and bolster its own
position. This includes:

- Building Strategic Alliances: India’'s active
engagement with like-minded countries like the US,
Japan, and Australia through QUAD and I2U2 aims to
create a counterbalance to China’s influence 1in
the region.

- Fortifying Border Infrastructure: Recognizing the
strategic importance of the border, India 1is
actively upgrading roads, bridges, and
communication networks to enhance troop mobility
and response capabilities.

» Strengthening Regional Cooperation: India’s
efforts to deepen ties with Bhutan and Nepal not
only foster economic partnerships but also serve
as a strategic hedge against China’s dominance in
the Himalayas.

The Path Forward: Dialogue, Restraint,



and Respect for International Norms

While past agreements like the Panchsheel and the Agreement on
Peace and Tranquility aimed to create a framework for
resolving the dispute, tensions persist. Moving forward, a
peaceful resolution hinges on:

= Meaningful Dialogue: Open and honest communication
between India and China is essential to address
underlying grievances and identify potential
compromises.

- Strategic Restraint: Both nations need to exercise
strategic restraint by avoiding actions that could
escalate tensions and prioritize maintaining peace
along the border.

- Adherence to International Norms: Respect for
international law and established principles like
territorial integrity is crucial for finding a
lasting solution.

Key Points:

The dispute in Arunachal Pradesh centers around territory
claimed by both India and China. Here’s a breakdown of the key
points:

= China Claims “South Tibet”: China views Arunachal
Pradesh as part of South Tibet, a historical
region they clainm.

= McMahon Line vs. Traditional Boundaries: The



disagreement hinges on the border demarcation.
India follows the McMahon Line, drawn by the
British in 1914, which China has never formally
accepted. China argues for traditional boundaries,
which differ significantly.

= Areas of Contention: The entire state of Arunachal
Pradesh is contested. China has specifically
objected to infrastructure projects and
development undertaken by India in the region.

» Recent Escalation: China’s recent renaming of
places in Arunachal Pradesh 1is seen as a
provocative move to strengthen its claim and
disregard India’s position.

Here’s some additional context:

» Strategic Significance: Arunachal Pradesh holds
strategic importance due to 1its proximity to
Bhutan and 1its potential role in military
presence.

= Historical Tensions: The unresolved border dispute
and differing historical narratives contribute to
ongoing mistrust between India and China.

= Impact on Regional Stability: The dispute casts a
shadow on regional stability and has the potential
to escalate tensions.

Overall, the dispute in Arunachal Pradesh is a complex issue
rooted in historical <claims and conflicting border
demarcations. China’s recent actions have further heightened
tensions, highlighting the need for a peaceful resolution
based on dialogue and mutual respect for international norms.



What has been the history of attempts to
resolve border disputes between China and
India?

Despite the ongoing tensions, India and China have undertaken
several initiatives in the past to resolve the border dispute.
Here’s a look at some of the key efforts:

1. Shimla Agreement of 1914: This agreement, signed by British
India, Tibet, and China, aimed to formally demarcate the
boundary between Tibet and British India (present-day
Arunachal Pradesh). However, China later refused to ratify the
agreement, particularly objecting to the McMahon Line.

2. Panchsheel Agreement of 1954: This agreement established
five principles of peaceful coexistence, including “Respect
for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty.” While
initially fostering better relations, the Panchsheel
principles were severely challenged during the 1962 war.

3. Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility in
the Border Areas (1993): This agreement aimed to de-escalate
tensions after the war. It called for a renunciation of force,
recognition of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) as a basis for
maintaining peace, and a commitment to resolving the border
issue through peaceful negotiations.

4. Agreement on Confidence Building Measures in the Military
Field Along the LAC (1996): This agreement sought to prevent
accidental clashes and improve communication between the
militaries of both nations. It included measures like prior
notification of large troop movements and exchange of maps to



resolve disagreements over the LAC.

5. Border Defence Cooperation Agreement (BDCA) of 2013:
Following a standoff in the Depsang Valley, this agreement
aimed to prevent similar incidents and enhance mutual
understanding between the border forces. It established
protocols for dealing with face-offs and flag meetings between
military commanders.

6. Special Representatives Talks: This mechanism, established
earlier, continued its work. By 2014, 22 rounds of talks had
taken place.

Limited Success and Ongoing Challenges:

While these agreements laid a groundwork for dialogue and
managing border tensions, they haven’t resulted in a final
settlement. Here are some reasons why:

» Differing Perceptions of LAC: The two countries
disagree on the exact location of the LAC, leading
to standoffs and skirmishes.

» Historical Baggage: Unresolved historical claims
and differing narratives continue to fuel
mistrust.

» Lack of Concrete Progress: Negotiations haven'’t
yielded any significant progress on demarcating
the border.

» Geopolitical Dynamics: Shifting geopolitical
scenarios can influence border negotiations and
complicate the process.

»Despite these challenges, the past efforts
highlight the importance of continued dialogue and



peaceful means for resolving the dispute.

Conclusion: A Delicate Balance

= The India-China border dispute remains a complex
and delicate issue with far-reaching implications
for regional stability. While China’'s recent
actions are a cause for concern, India’s multi-
pronged response underscores 1its commitment to
securing 1its borders. A peaceful resolution
requires both nations to demonstrate strategic
restraint, engage in meaningful dialogue grounded
in mutual respect, and adhere to international
norms. Only then can a lasting solution be
achieved, paving the way for a more cooperative
future between these two Asian giants.
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Category: General Studies

The India-China border dispute is an issue of
relevance in the UPSC Civil Services Examination



because it pertains to:

O Only India's economic development.
O Only India's internal security.

O Both India's relations with its neighbours and internal
security.

O Neither India's relations with neighbours nor internal
security.

\ Prev I\ Finish I\ Nextl
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Category: General Studies

The unresolved Indo-China border dispute can be
seen as a challenge to:

I. National security
IT. Internal security
ITI. Economic development

Select the correct code:

O I only
O II only
O I and II only
O I, II, and III

\ Prev I\ Finish I\ Nextl
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Category: General Studies

Which of the following is the MOST appropriate
approach to address the Indo-China border dispute?

O Relying solely on existing Confidence-Building Measures.

O Increasing military deployment along the Line of Actual



Control.

O Exploring alternative dispute resolution mechanisms
alongside CBMs.

O Unilateral withdrawal of troops from disputed areas.

\ Prev I\ Finish I\ Nextl
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Category: General Studies

Consider the following statements regarding the
Special Representatives' Dialogue between India
and China:

1l.Established in 2014, it has been the primary mechanism for
resolving the border dispute.
2.1t has achieved significant progress in resolving territorial
claims.
3. Regular interactions can help build trust and prevent
misunderstandings.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

O 1 and 2 only
O 2 and 3 only
O 1 and 3 only
O 3 only

\ Prev I\ Finish I\ Nextl
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Category: General Studies

The Doklam standoff of 2017 highlighted the
limitations of Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs)

between India and China. Which of the following is
NOT a limitation of existing CBMs?

O Focus on managing incidents rather than resolving the border



Mains Questions:




Below Mains

Question

Write in Comment Section

Question 1:

Critically evaluate the effectiveness of
Special Representatives’ Dialogue as a
mechanism to resolve the Indo-China border
dispute. (250 words)

Model Answer:

The Special Representatives’ Dialogue 1is a longstanding
mechanism for addressing the Sino-Indian border 1issue.
However, its effectiveness in achieving a lasting settlement
remains debatable.

Strengths:

»Dialogue Channel: It provides a platform for
regular communication, fostering understanding and
preventing misunderstandings.

» Confidence Building: Regular interactions can
build trust and confidence, reducing the risk of
escalation.



Weaknesses:

Conclusion:

Slow Progress: Despite 22 rounds of talks by 2014,
progress has been glacial. The complex historical
context and differing territorial claims make
agreements difficult.

Limited Scope: Talks often focus on maintaining
peace rather than resolving the core border issue.

» The Special Representatives’ Dialogue has a role

in managing tensions, but a more multifaceted
approach is needed for a permanent solution. This
could involve exploring alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms or confidence-building
measures beyond dialogue.

Question 2:

In light of the Doklam standoff and continued

border

tensions, critically examine the

limitations of existing Confidence-Building
Measures (CBMs) between India and China. (250

words)

Model Answer:

Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs) aim to prevent conflict
along the Sino-Indian border. However, recent events expose
their limitations.



Existing CBMs:

 Border-Patrolling Protocols: These aim to prevent
misunderstandings during patrols.

= Military Communication Hotlines: Allow for direct
communication to manage incidents.

Limitations:

» Limited Scope: (CBMs focus on managing incidents,
not resolving the underlying dispute.

 Lack of Transparency: Unclear interpretations of
LAC alignment and differing perceptions of
transgressions can lead to miscalculations.

»Violation of Agreements: The 2020 clashes
highlight the limitations of CBMs when political
will to maintain peace weakens.

Conclusion:

= CBMs are essential for crisis management, but a
more robust framework is needed. This could
involve strengthening existing CBMs with clearer
protocols, enhancing transparency regarding LAC
alignment, and fostering a culture of peaceful
resolution.

Remember: These are just sample answers. It’s important to
further research and refine your responses based on your own
understanding and perspective. Read entire UPSC Current
Affairs.

Relevance to the UPSC Prelims and
Mains syllabus under the following



HOW DOES SYLLABUS

COVER ABOVE NEWS?

oy
.

Prelims:

= Current events of national and international
importance: The Indo-China border dispute can
be relevant to the General Studies Paper I
syllabus, particularly in the areas.

Mains:

= GS Paper II (International Relations):
= India’s relations with its neighbours
Security issues affecting India
Border management
= GS Paper III (Internal Security):
= Challenges to internal security through
external state actors
Role of non-state actors in internal security
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